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INTERST#TE COMMEFRCE COuMI3SION

BEFORT QF THE DIRTCTOR OF THE BUTEAU OF SAFETY IN

RE I'WESTIGATIO!N OF AN ACCID® IT VHICH OCCURRED ON
THE UICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILFOAD WEAR WALAUAZOO, MICH.,
QW SEPTEYZER <«, 19<4.

October 17, 19<4.
To the Commission:

On Septempver 3¢, 1934, tneie was a derailuent
of a passenger train on the Michigan Central Rail-
rcad near Kalamazoo, Hich., which resulted in the
death of 1 employee, and tre injury of 85 passengers,
1l employee and 1 Fullman porter.

Locaticn and method of operation

This accident occcurred on that part of the
Uiddle Division extendang %vet veen Jackson and Niles,
lich., & distance of 116.47 miles, this being a
double-track line over which trains are operated by
time-table, train orders, and an automatic block-
s1gnal system, The accident occurred at a private
crossiag of tne Havthorne Paper Company about & miles
eaet oi the stazion at Kalanazoo. Approaching this
point from the east there are 1,353 feet of tangent
ard & curve to the right of 1° 30" which 1s 2,894
feet in length, the point of accident being on the
curve about 800 feet from 1ts eastern end. The
grade 1s slightly descending. The ~veather was
dark and slightly foggy at the time of the accident,
wWhich occurred at about 4.30 a.n.

Descraptiocn

Westpound passenger train No. 1 consisted of
cne w&ill car, onse club car, five Pullman sleeping
cars, two coaches, and tweo Fullran sleeping cars,
in the order named, all of steel construction,
neuled by engaine 8338, and w7as in charge of Conductor
Birdsall and Enginemar Adams. It left Augusta, the
1ast open office, 13.21 miles from Kalamazoo, 2%t
4.18 a,.m., seven minutes late, ana was derailed by
striking an gutomobvile at the private crossing of
the paper compaay -vaile traveling at s speed esti-
wated to have been from B0 to &80 miles an hour.
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Aspparently the engine truack .heels became
deralled at a poist about 212 Test berend the
croésing, corntlnuing in this position uritiil they
reached & I acing-point switch approxi.retely 1,000
feet from twne crossing, Deyond ihich point tne
track. 7as paaly torn up Ior & distauce of 550
feet, the sagane coming to rest on it18 rigat
51de about 1,600 feet from the crossing, guite
badly damaged, lone of the der.iled cars was
entlrely overturned, although three or four of
then were considerably damaged. The employee
k1lled was the engineman.

Summary of evidence

Fireman Yartin sz21d4 hz called the indica-—
t1iom of an autowatic signal about 1 mile east of
t: ¢ crossing and sas engaged 1n working cn the
fire untll after passing the paper company, when
he locled <head and saw fire flying Irom under
the front end of the engine on the left sade,
called to the eagineman and heard the exhaust
of the alr brakes; 1t was at about this taime that
the engine seemnad to leap into the air and becsle
entirely deralled,

Corductor Birdsall, was riding in the club
car, 832G his first kno.sledge of anything wreng
wes a violent jerk which threw haim to the floor
ant. he did not regain his rfeet unv:il Tne train
stopped. His stutement was corrccorated Dy
that of the baggagemaster, .ho was also riding
in %he club car. Bead Braker..n ¥Kecland, who vas
riding in tae eighth car in the traia, and Brake-
mar lc 1lliams, sho was rading in the rear of the
last car, @ald they felt the zir brakes applied
in emergency at aosout the tiwe the derallmsnt
ocgurred.

The automobile ahich was struck vas a
Durant touring car, cwned anc ariven by Burl
Hilton, «n empgloyee of the paper ccmpany. He
sald he left the paper mill about 4£.10 a.m.,
dtopped tefore proceeding over tle CTrussing,
ana then 3tarted across. At this time the
right hzadlight -7as not ourning, bt he said
the lelt headlight was burning as well as a
spotlight with which the car was equipped; the
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side —curtains were up. In pessing over the
crossing the left rear wheel dropped off the
endg of the crossing planks, between the rails
of the eastbound track. Tne automobile 7as
in low gear and “ir. Hilton said he kept the
car moving 1in an endeavor to get the wheel
back on the crossing, but not only was he un-
successiul in this effort, tut finally the
front wsheels got off the iands of the planks,
the car then atanding with the front wheels
north of the rorth rail of the westbound track
with the rear vheels between ths rails of that
track. About t.o minutes afterwaerds a stranger
approached and the two of ther tried to move the

car. -t sureceeded only 11 ecaettine tha rTaar
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wheels south of the south rall, rhile the two
front -hez2ls "ere st1ll on the north side of
the north rail, the car then %elng =bout 15
reet weot of the crossang. AV 5rne ena of a
period oL about five minutes the s tranger de-
parted in sszarch of assistancefland Mr, Hilton
got back i1nte the car “ut could not move 1t

a8 the rear -heels kept spinning in the loose
gravel. On leoking out he sav the reflection
01 Vhe heaollght as train No. 1 approsched, gov
out of the car and started toward the train
hoping to signal the erngineman to stop, but
had only reached a point acout &0 or 60 feet
frouw the automobile when the train passed him.

Mr. Hilton further stated that he was 17
years oi age and had been operating an automo-
bile for about two years, having operator's
license No. 818479, 1ssued in December, 1922.
He had been employed by the paper company for
& period of about eight months and had driven
his automooile to and from work, using the
crossing at least twice daily. The investiga-
t1on alsc developed that the crossing is pro-
tected by a vatchman at certain hours of the
day out that no such protection was afforded
&t the time of the day at which this accident
occurred.

The autompbile was demclished and parte
of 1t ere strewa along the track all the way
from the crossing to the point —where the rear
end of the train stopped after the accident, a
distance of several hundred reet,
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Conclusions

This accident was caused by train No. 1
striking an automobile which hac gotter off the
ends of the crossing planks and wis zstride the rails
of the westbouad main track.

The automobile was demolishad &s a reault of
the accident and apparently some postion of 1t went
under the engine-truck wheels, causing them to be-
come derailed and finally to result in the derail-
ment of the train, The statewents of tne draver
of the automobile indicate that he drove his car
too close to the left side of the crossing, re-
sulting 1a one wheel dropping off the ends of the
croseéing planks, and that as a rsoult of subse-
uent efforts to get the car ceck on the crossing
1l the remaining wheels dropped off the ends of
Tthe plengs and that at the time of the iccident
the front vheels were south of the south rzil
with the rear vheels on the north side of ths
north rail. The driver said he ran towards the
train giving signals out apparently the engineman
dic not see him, and the invesvigation did not
develop definitely vhether the engineman szv the
automobile or realized that the engane-truck
wheels had been derailed /until about the time the
Iireman called to him, A second or two before the
engine became entirely derailed.

The ecrossing at which the accident cccurred
13 & private crossing protected by a watchman at
certeln periods of the day, this watchman, however,
was rot on duty zt the time of the accident. The
operator of the zutomowile possessed zn operator's
license and was thoroughly Familiar 7ith the cross-
ing, having used 1t daily during the past eight zonths.

The wembers of the crew of train Ho. 1 were
€Xperlenceqa employees, and none of thew had oeen
on duty ir viclatlon of any o tae provisions of the
Hours of Service law.
RFespectfully submitted,
7. E. Borland,

Director.



