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Svmmary
Inv-2157
2ilroad? Pere Marouctte
Date: Merch 7, 1937
Location: Mickisnun City, Ind.
Kind of accid:snt: Dereilment
Train involved: Frcicht
Train number: 56, CDS-6
Englne number: 1052
Congist: 42 cars snd caboose
Speed: 45-50 m.Dn.h.
Track: Tangent; grade C.1 percent
deccending eastwarde.
Westher: Rain
Time: 11:Z5 pells
Casuplties: 5 injured
Cause: Kinked track; track reported

g11toblye for gservice whan
proper rcpairs had not been
made.
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To the Commission?

& was & dercilnernt of a freipht
train on the Pare Morqguette vay, neer lMichiran Saty, Ind.,
vhichh resulted in the injury o ive Pmplo3eus. The 1nvistia—-
ticon of this accident vesg mzde 1n con*unpt'on 7ith a representa-
tive of the Public Service Commiscion of Lndlana.

On March 7, 1937, ths
'L“

Location and mcthod of oneration

This accid-nt occurced on Sub-Divieion No. 1 of the

Chicza, o0- Pnuos“ey Pivigion, c¢xtending between Porter, Inag., end
Grand Rapide, 'lich., 5 aiatonce of 1306.34 miles. In the vicinity
of ths point of sccident, thin is & single tracxz line over vhich
traines are opersted =y tlme toble, train orders ¢n¢ an =utomatic
block siznal system The trecx is 12ic¢ with 110 FDJH@ rails, 39
fect 1n len.th, vith 24 tre=t:=3 herdiood tiec to the rail length,
fully tie plected, single spiked vﬁth four rei1l anchors ger rail

end bhzllastied with from 10 to 1% inches of vashsad gravel, and 1is
well meintained. The accildent oocuW“eﬁ gt a point cbout 1 1/2
miles vest of the etasion at Michigan City. Apnrroaching this
point from the wvest the tra~k is tengent Tor morec than 2 miles to
the pnint of zcnident and "or same Aistence beyond; the grade for
east-bound trains i1s slightly deccending, neing 0.1 nercent at
the voint of sccident.

The Chiec=zco, Indianavolis and Louleville Railway, here-
inafter desigrztaed as the Llornon, crosses the Fere Masrquette track
at a noint 4,532 Teet west nf the etation at Michigan City, this
crossing ©bzing nrotectcd by sn interlocliing plant. The point of
derailment was 3,360 feet west of the crossing. A farm road
crocsee the Pere Maroustte tracks at a vpoint atout 3,500 fect west
of the lionon crogsing. The east swirnch of the “veet passing
track ig onmcrated from the irterlocking tower and 1g locszted just
weat of the crogs ing; this neceing trncek is 5,715 fe=t in length

and prrellels the main traclk on the south.

The maximum suthorizad ecrve-d Tor frelins otner than
passcager trains 1e 40 milcos per Tour, but a ec1al tTimetable
rule nermits & muximun spaod of 20 ma 1(9 21 hour for Train No. 56.

It wag raining at ths time of =ccicdent, which occurred
abo‘it 11 :'§'5 e Dle

£
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Description

Trein Noe. B8, an eastv-bound second class freight train,
consisiea of 42 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 1032, and
was in cherge of Conductor Galimore sand Znzinenen Bekkeringe
This train left Porter at 11:15 p.s., one hour late, accovrding to
the train cheet and vhile trevelino at a speed estimated to have

sen betrrecn 45 and 50 miles per hour, wags dereiled at about 11:35
p.me Gue to the truck having been throvn out of line by a drawbar
vhich dropped from a car in prcceding freieht train, Extra 1019
Ec st The an2ine, tender snd the first 24 carsg of the train were
derailed; the ¢ncine and ftender stonped sprroximately 800 fect
east of the initial point of Cerailment, upright and with the
front zns of the enpgince neaded slightly tovard the north and the
tender fouling the rest passing treck.e The first cor remained
upricht, to the north of the mein track; the following 20 cars .
stopred ir various »oritions within & space of eporoximetely 300
fe:t; the 22nd end 25rd cars remained upright, vhile the lead
truck of‘the 25th car was also derasiled; 11 c-rs vere destroyede.

The enplovees injured verc the engineman, fireman, con-
ductor, front hrakeman and rcar brakeman of Train No. 56

Surmary of evidcnce

Engineman Bekkeriny of Train No. 56 stated that his
train left Porter about 11:20 pem.; o8 1t spoproached the ilonon
interlocking plant =t Michican City, both the distant and the
home signrls were displaying procecd indications and these indi-
cations —cre called Tty menbers of Sthe cr2v whn were on the engine.
As he van vatching the home signel, he dic not observe anything
vrong vith the track, nor &id others on the engine indicate that
they had noticed enything unusual. The Tirst knowledge he had of
anything *rong vwas ~hen the engine lurched es 1t left the rails.
He estimatcd the snced ol the train «t that time to have becn be-
tiicen 45 cnd 50 milcs per hour. The proner aii tests were made at
Rockiiell S8tre-=t Ysrd and =% Indiana Harovor and the brakes func-
tioncd properly enroutc. There veg « misty rein and the visibil-
ity vas feir at the time of the accident, wvhich occurred about
11:35 pe.m.

Head Brakcman Stites, of Trcin No. 56, stated that
aporoaching Michigan City, he vas on the left side of the engine
with the eside window open. The headlight was illuminsting the
track ahead and although 1t was dark and raining, he had no
difficulty in secing ahead. Wuaen about 3 or 4 car lengths from
the damared track, and while the trein was moving at a speed of
at least 45 miles ner hour, he obscrved that the track was out of
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line; hcowever, i1t was then ‘oo late to wern the enginemen and
the =znzine became derailed almost i1mmediately.

The statements of Fireman Throckmorton, of Train No. 56,
arreed with those of Brakeman Stites regarding signel indicafbions

and speed avproaching Michigan City, but he did not notice any-
thing wrong with the tracke.

Engineman Priest, of Extre 1019 East, the train having
the damaged drawbar, stated that apovroaching the interlocking
plant at Monon Crossing, he applied the train brakes in order to
control his train in accordance with a ceution indication dis-
played by the home signal. When the speed had been reduced to
about 20 miles per hour, he attempted to release the brckes but
was unoble to do so and the train stopped at about 7:30 p.m.

Py

Investication developed that the draft gear and end-sill had been

pulled out of the west end of the 47th car in his train., After
disposing of the head end of his train and the damaged car, by
placing them on sidings controlled from the interlocking plant,

the drowbar was removed from the treck viath a chain. The drawbar

wes lying on the track near the head car in the rear portion of
this train and there was a nlank, evidently torn from a highway
crossing, lying under the drawbar. While moving over the track
in reassembling his train, he felt a decicded jerk of the c¢ngine
and upon examination it was found that the track was from 12 to
14 inches out of line at a point about 6 car lengths west of
where the drawbar was found and about 3 car lengths west of the
private crossing. When the rear portion of the train was pulled
up to the interlocking tower, the conductor rerorted the damaged
condition of the track to the dispatcher. Engineman Pricst
thought that the drawvbar hed dropped upon the track and vas then
dragged or pushed for ahout 2 or 3 car lengths, resulting in
throwing the track out of line.

The statement of Conductor Gabrion, of Zxtra 1019, was
substantially the scme as thst of Engineman Priest. Conductor
Gabrion further stated that he made a careful examinetion of the
track and found it to be from 12 to 16 inches out of line at a
point about 12 car lengths west of where the draft gear had been
removed from the track and about 60 feet west of the farm road
crossing. He reported thig condition to the train dispatcher.

Section Foreman Sonnenberg stated thot he has been a
section foremesn for mor: than 18 yesrs. About 2:35 p.m., on the
night of the accident, the operator at Monon tower informed him
by telephone that an extra had pulled out a drawbar on the main

track at about the middle of the wecst passing track and that as a

result, th= track hsd becn thrown about a foot out of line. Fore-

man Sonnenberg cslled some of his men, loaded tools in his auto-
mobile, end drove to the vicinity indicated in the message.
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He found the dravbar on the north side of the main treck, zn
mads an ingpection of the track vestword for a dietsnce of
apploxlmatcly 200 fest, but dil not discover any sicng of domage
to the track During this ingncction he did not examinz the
form cronﬁlng nich iz at cwproximately the hall-way roint in the
nessing trrack, nor did ke inepect the track wegt of thie crossing
as he did not think the draviar wes pulled west of the crossing,
¢nd there vere no markg of dravsing equipment that he could dis-
Tinzuish by lantern light. Ho czild Shat hnd chars peen any
marks on thc tr.ck he wvould lnave folloved them back. Although
the ovcrator had told him thet the train crew had revnrted the
treck as being out o9f line atouv = foot, he ¢id not Tind =ny
such condition =nd afier tn“q inerecction -'ng made he concludsd
thaet The track wes - 11 rizht =nd vent bock to the torer. He vas
elled latcr, on account of ths CJerailment of Train No. 595, but
at thzt ftime the track vas bedly dan-ged; ne vwalled the entire
length of the trnin and did not notice any placs Vhfﬂﬁ the track
vres xinked, but could fiad nc OULLI regaeon for the Jerer1lm:nt,.

wm

Operetor Euber, vho was on duty at Moion tower, stated
that Extra 1019 storped at the enst-bound home sicnal ot about
72D D.m. A dravbar 198 nulled out ond he vas ENEag ed in operat-
ing the interlocking ~hile the heed znd of the train vas set on
Tthe west passiny track and the damsged car rag nlacs 0
snotnsr track. During this time iuc conductor ceme 11v0 the
tover and talked 1th the dispatechcr over the tzl
The operator vas tusy he did not romember vhet ws
9135 pele nic received & mescnre from the dispetcher, addregsed to
the section foremar, advising him of a kink in the track and
directing him to repair the track and advis»; he stated thzt he
tclephoned thies message to Scction Forcman Sonnenberg. At about
10145 p.m. Scction Forcmen Sonnenberg camz to the office and said
thet there vas no damage gsuch as hed becn reported. The operator
then reported thiis conversasion to the disoatchev, by televihnne,
wvho asked 1f the track ves gscfe for uguel snced and the section
foreman stated that it vas; the onrrator then so advised the dle-

patchaer. After this tile DhOPe corversation, the section foreman
dl?td ed a messaze to the dispsicher, ~hich *the operator conied,

steting that the trsck ves safe Tor usunl speed vhere Extra 1019
pullﬁd dravhar. Operator Huber nzid 1v did not occur to him that
possibly the asction Toreman had not made a proper inspection or
inspseted the track in the prover lceation. Ags Train No. 56

arprenched he could tell when it pasred th: distant sisnal; the
flrsf indication he had that snything tres vrons viog vhen he saw
fhe hcadlizht beam polinting torard via: northcsst.
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Train Disgpatcher Keller, on duty at Grand Rapids, stated
that about ¢:30 p.m. lie received a verbal report from Conductor
Cabrion, of Excra 1019, to the cffect that the msin treck was ‘l’
cbout 12 inches out of line at a point about midwsy between the
peassing track switches at Michigan City and that it would be
necessary to run trains through the passing track until the main
track was repsired. Upon receint of this information he issued
form 19 order No. 67 to all traing, to use the passing track at
Michigan City instead cof the main track. He then notified the
section foreman at Michigan City regzarding the damsged track, by
issuing a message r-oading: "Main track out of line about a foot.
Short kink in track aout middle of west nassing track Michigan
City; repair and advise." At about 10:55 p.m. the overator at
Monon tower notified him thet the section foremsn reported that
the track was all rizht foir usual speed. He then asked the fore-
man if 1t wvas necessary to iscue & slow order and he sald a slow
order was a0t required as the coanductor's repors was in error and
the track was not ocut of line. Digpoicher Keller thereupon
annulled the order for traine to use the west siding and restored
the main treck to normal service. He stated that in his message
to the section foreman he gove The location of the reported
damage to the track, and when the secfion foreman reported the
track to be in ssfe condition, he accepted 1t as wuthentic infor-
mertion and did not suestion vhether or not the track had been
inspected at the proper location.

Examination of the track after the esccident disclosed
that the first marke of derilment were on the inside of the
south reil, near a joint loc~ted about 78 feet west of the farm
crossing. Msrks of abrnsion were continuous in the center of the
track from a point acout 50 feet west of the crossing, up to the
crossing, and east of thot noint the track was demolished. There
were no marks of dracsing equipment west of the point of derail-
ment.

Discussion

The investication of this accident discloced thet the
main track near Michioen City was thrown out of olignment by a
dreft wear and cnd-gill dropuing from a car in train Extra 1019.
This damace to the track was renorted by the conductor of Extra
1019 to the dispatcher vho reroved the mein track from service
and renorted its dama.ed coadition to the secction foreman at .
Michigan City.
The section foreman, 'ith men end toolg, went to the
vicinlity indiczsted in the r.nort, ¢nd aftecr locating the draft
gecr vhich hed f=iled, he exemined the track for about 200 leet
westward from that point ane fsiling fto find any serious damege
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to the track he rsported it sefe for movements at the usual
speed, and thc dispstcher restored the track to service with the
result that Trein No. 56, the fi~st train to use the track
thercefier, nwas dorailed.

The statements of the crew of Extra 1019 indicate that
ths évre’t gear was dra,ged a distunce of from 6 to 12 car lengths
alfter 1t dronped; assumning th~t thre dawrge to the track occurred
2T the point whcre the draft ¢ zar fell, the shortest of these
estimated distances vould locacte that voint &t sbout 300 fest
west of the place vhere the draflt geor wes removed from the
track, or about 10C fcet vest of the form crossing. Seclion
Forcman Sonnenberg stated thet during the courss of his inspcction
he did not go vesgt of the farm croseing; the first marks of de-
railment vere aftcr—:rds found at% a roint 78 feet vist of the
crogssing and this point vas well within the limite fiven in the
statements of the crew of Extre 1019, and the message from the
digspatchcr to the ze<ction forcman.

While neither Dispatcher Kcller nor Operator Huber can
be criticized for aereliction of duty, yet in view of the posi-
tive and definite report mads by Conduvctor Gabrion, 1t apvears
that the receipt of Section Foreman Sonnenberg'!s contradictory
rcport should hsve been sufficient to prompt them to make further
inquiries regarding his failure to locatc the damaced track.

This accident vas caus

¢d hy kinked track, and feilure
to make proper inspection and reprirs after the trock had bec
reported 2s belng in damcged conditzion.

Respectfully submitted,
e J. PATTERSON,

Director.



