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In 57 IHVSRTICATION OF AN ACCIDERT OF THF wAlLsH
K&IL"AY AT DBRITTON, #£ICH., ON AUGUS? 10, 1917.

Bept ember 29, 1317.

On Aucust 30, 1917, there w22 a derailment of a freight
tenin on the Yebrgh Hallway at Britton, kioh., whioh rasulted
in the deeth of two employres, After investiration the Chie?
of the Dlvision of Sefety reports as follovs!

That part of the “abash Hailway uron »hich this scoldent
ocourrsd L2 o double track line frox Detrolt to oritton, a
dietencr of L6,7 miles; Trorm Jritton to Freakiin, » déistmnce
of 32 milen, 1t 12 wipngle treok, The tracks of the New York
Central Hellrond Int-rocet the Usbnnh tracke st dritton, st
whieh »l»nge there 48 n nechenlorl interlockins ulant with
Yherton type demnils, this plant povernin, triin m ¥ sments
ovor thie crosaln: and the ~ovement of Vsbush trnizg to mand
from single »nd double traok, <he switeh 1 adinc from single
to double track is Logsted 78 fast esot of bLhe New York
Contrrl Crozmin., the ecasthouad routw frow single to double
trook being throwsh o turnout or erossover, an- the wegthound
route [rox doubls to single truen 1p etrelight, which permits
weatbouns freleht trealing to pase through the nterlosking
plant 2% s speed of 25 alles en hour. Jrom wotrolt to #ilsn,
# dlat-noe of 37 milen, trrins nre opersted under nn sutosmstie
block signsl system, and in the territorr where the wccldent
oocurred they nre onarsted by treln orders t'masmitted by
telecaphe ‘he t ack {8 1rld with BSepound stosl rafls, 33
feet In length, with 1B or 19 sk ties under asach ruil and on
stone sallast, all in Telr condition. At the ;01:% of acole
dent the track iz level and styralzht for seversl miles in
e«ch dlrection,

*eastbhoun! frel«ht tr in, seoond Ho. 91, consisted of
locomotive 2049, 37 londed corrz and & ¢ boose, in charge of
Condugtor Psttee snd Ippginemen X-rigofe, and vas en route
froo Detroit, Mich., to Montpelier, Ohioc., It laft Oskwood
yards, Detrolt, =t 1113 ;. m., pe=s~d Cone, the lazt teolerraph
erfice belore re-chine ths polnt ef scoldent nd 4.5 wiles
@lstant there~from, =t 2447 pe M., ant was fersiled at a polnt
about 560 fest vast of the steticn st 3ritton, or about 310
Teet va t of tho Hew York Centrrl cromsiag, at 2156 v @,
vhile running st a spard of 2% or 3¢ uiles an hour,

The flreman apd hoad brskemen wore killed, The locomoiive
wiy dersriled nt the derail on the westbound track and cast of

the int<rloocking plant, turped ;a he gieht -5 1t l:ft the .
Ffiey CAOGEat R STt SITDES IBrE B BeRE 68 ongtsior hou



“-Pdm

from the north rall and sbout 190 feot west of the derall,
Tha first five e-rs were derailed, piled up on top of and to
the left of the loermotive, and were totally dsstroyed; the
nett four o-rs wrre dernil 4 but stood uyright on the rosdbed,
and with the locomotive wore considerably damaz 4, while the
front trucks of the tenth our wers deralled,

The track wa~ tora up for five rail lengthe on the north
si’e of the track, bDeginning »t e point one rall length west
of the riser rail, and for six rsil lengths on the south side
of the traek, maginaing at the west end of the derall., The
£i{pat whesl marke on the tles were log tod shout sleven Teet
west of point of dersilment. Thz westher was olear,

The dsrnil at the point where the locomotive was derailed
i3 loc tnd ~n the inzide of the left hand or south rail, snd
consiats of two pleoes of T rell, esch 10 feet in length, and
plencd to s point at the esst end, while the riser rail, locuted
on the north side of the north rall, 1s also zude up of two
10=foot pieces of T rails The dwrmix is connected Dy twoe tie
rods, one near its point =nd the other nbout five foet west of
its point, the throw rod being attached to it at the east end of
the riger rail., Aft-r the accident the eastern section of
this derail showed flance marks extending as far sa the weat
and of ~he first sectirn ¢ the derall sz though zeversl
wheels h:4 recently come in cont~ct with It snd -as bent in
the middle abrut 1el/2 inches to the left, while the weatern
ametion of the darfil waz torn ot by the derailment. The angle
bors onmecting the two sections of the dora’l and the plate
suprorting the -.'ddle ends of the ralls ocnstituting the
dernil were broken but wore rgglmcmﬁ eftor the acolident, the
rame Tallz being +;¢1n used, The wriser rail on thenarﬁﬁ
rall wasz not damag~d by the deriilmmt, The tis rod farthest
fror. the derall po’ut wes found to be brokem and the tie rod
nesrest the point of Aderazil was fractured but it was not &
eomplets broak,

inginemsn Karicofe steted that his train was approaching
Jpitton ot o epeed of s=bout 75 miles an hour, and when within
about & mile of thet plmce he saw the signsl ¢o to the clear
positicn and celled the stt:ntion of the fireman snd brokeman
to it. He st-t d thst he had a ele»r viewx of the signal and

felt sure he y.4q mrde no mistake ms to its position, and after

the scoldent ne saw the home signel inths elear position.
vhen within three or four csr lengths ol the dersil eust of
the interlocking tower he looked down at the rall, scw that
the derall was upy spainst the rall and set agalnst ais trein,.
He shut of stesm, spplied the brukes, and the dersilmsnt
ocourred almost immedlat-ly theresftor. Ee steted that when
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the losomotive posn 4 ov 'y the dera’l he Telt a jor ns though
the pony trucks hed struck something, and about an hour afgar
the neeldent ke ewsmined the track end found a broken rod and
elamp “hiich k4 been attsched to th~ derail, ~nd & smail bolt
or usin ~bout 7 inchss long with the cotter key misalngs He
asid that he exenined the logonot ive baofore leeving Detrelt
and srzin ot the 1.t sto. belor- reaghing the po'at of trele
demt, tad found 1t in poed comdition, snd waa eartsl- pothing
drop ed po 1t and cnuasd tha socident.

¢ ndurtor Fo tee gtated that soprouching Sritton he had
v, ole.r view and sew both the elgnal snd order boxvd in the
tlecr -opition. 4About s hKal! hour after the arclident he
e.emined the traok snd found the dersil proprrly sat Tor hie
trrin to procend und the tle rod zonnscting It wee brokeny
ho then «renlinad the Lovers in the Int. rlocking towny and
they anpe ™nd to ba in proper wosition for his trein to proe
aoad, e g4id tht 1t =g nnt co+rivle to ohanr» the ,oszition
of these leveora or the slgnsl altesr the scoldent Leosuse some
of the ¢ars of his train rere on Lhe detector bore, It we
his opinion th- when the triin rosched the dersil, the derail
wap aet ssaingt his tealn, thet the wheels of the locomoiive
struck 1t, broke the ¢onueceting red znd opened it, und he
dlagovrred Tlange marks on the derail which sonfirmed hi.. in
thia bellef,

Brakeman Cahle st isd that spprozching Britton he saw
the home signnl in the ale:r .osltion,

Towaopman Jdrown steted thet ke went on duty in th» inteopre
locking tower of Upritton st ? . @me, 2t whioh tiuo the trock
wns lined uy for sastbound troins, but before the uccident he
linsd 4t up Yoy wastbound trerln Ho, 9le He puld thet in sde
dition to = algnal maintainer who gnye poart of his tlume o
this plant, s men looked after it two dnys a wesk, oclesrning
the lemps, olling its parts, and making adjustmente of the
machanien when ro ucrted to 4o 80, 2nd about two weeks prior
t~ the nocident this man had mpmt gome ti~e adiusting the
wagtbound sigmsl,. The pleat wan in Pailr condition except
that sone d'the levers ware s 1ittle zore 41f7lcult to move
than othera, but he had not hed apy troubls with any portioulsy
2ignol or dereil. He gztoted th't oft-r the vcoldent he
eranined the derell and alymel and found the bh-th in proper
pesition Tor weoztboun® L roing. He gsid 14 woul be impo-aible
to plees the plgnnl in the olesr position for tr=in Neo, 21
ant then et the dersil sopinst 48, snd® wus eertein thet the
Lean ks wore properly lined up for that Svnin snd 414 act bee
lisve that the der=ilment w3 onusecd Dy thetrsin runtine off
the derail, for had the tra'n struck the derall he would have
noticed cp unususl vibretin on the lev-ra controll’ oy the

depailer,
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S8imal iaintninar Orr stated thet ke inspected the intere
locking pleant at Hpitton on ‘ugust 21, 1917, =nd inspectsd &
qoain ~"tar the sceldent nnd found = bolt look on the plpe lins
outeide the tracks dlsconnacted, He anld this bholt look wne
usnd ag sn ~dded proteotion to prevent the olenriag of the
signel without nlso nroperly sstting the derail, Mt aven
with the loss of this bolt loeck 1t wo Ld have We=n impossibdle
to give the train s cle r signel snd set the derall agninst
1t unl &2 some of the other connections were broken, In his
apiglaﬂ the int-rlockiny plent had nothing to do vith the
nonident,

8potion Foraman Coony st2 ~d th<t ke nrrived on the scene
of ncoident nbout 3150 ». m., made sn inopeetion of the track,
“nd found the derail epen, but did of find any intiostion that
train Nee 91 bad struck it,

“his sccident wss cmmmed by train Ho. 91 running eff
the derall st the interlocking plent., Just what csusged it
sould not be nscertained,

Aftnr the socident locouotlive 2042 vae {nsgpect-d end
no defects ware found thet ocould have cuused the dornllment,
Tha track 8t oint of necident wus slso exsuined snd the derall
on the westbhound trzok esst of the intsrlocking tow r and the
north rail of tht track were flang» merked, indioating that
several whrels had recgently porsed ov-r them., All thz evidence
is positive th-t the signal wee in the elesr position when train

Ro. 91 sa;orozched Britton, ant the interlockins plent was eurefully

inapected 'nd testsd o oo doys ATL#r the ncclident and no ¢one

dition wae foun ¢thut wou.? prrmit the ele«ring of the howme signel

without slso prop- ly setting the derall,
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