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IN BE: INVESTIGATION OF ACOXLEGT 0N THE DRPROLY, JACKION &
GRICAGO RAILWAY NEAH MICHIOAR CENPER, Wif,, ON
m 1’ 1#143 o \i : 2

On July 1, 1814, thore swma & beadwend eo9llislon on the
Patrolty Jackson & Chd cago Railway moor Sichigen Contsp, Mich.,
whioh resulved in the death of 1 pamsonger sut the injury of
13 paseengers, one of vhon efLerwurds Qg&m 3 employes,
Aftor investigation of this adolident the of ITaspeptor of
Safety Appliznoes reporte an follows: Lo

This part of the Detyolt, Jacksen & &ntmﬁe Rallway 85
o single-track standavd-gougs #leabris line, %o Blogk sigpal
system 1s in use; treains Yolng operated By Srein ayders and
time~curd rights., Irain alepatoning Ia done Yy telephons,
Eachines eonteining train ordes Blanks are losabed in the vare
ious telephone Bosths where bLraln vrders ere xecelved by train-
meny  The conduotoy recvives and writee the drvain order and
the motorman repasds the order to the dlapatoher, by whom ib

is thett nade complete, The gotormen then yesoves twe cuples of
the order while & ¥hird eopy pasves inte the lover pard of the
maghine where 1t recaize until removed,

Wostbound train No. 157 conslztied of motor ear No., 7700
and wap in ehtirge of Gonduotor Scuthard 4l Holormen Blashrinlg,
bound from Detyols, Miohs, %o Jackwon, Hiek, On arriving ab
Pungn, Miohs, &% 930 a.mey the erew in oharge yossived draln
oxrder Ho. 3% reading ne followst -

Hoed tvedn Now 38 car 7771 ad ﬁmﬁﬁulﬁ
Heet Yralin Ho, 158 gar 85 et Alma,
Moot train No. 48 car unkaoun gt Page,.

Trafin Hos 157 lesft Dunn &b Se30 et 10 minidee late wnd
at 10:52 nune, 091lided with esdthound bHrain No, 46 at & poind
about ) mille sast of Page, while running at a speed estimsted
to have hoen shout 38 miles por hours

Bagthound train Wo. 46 conelsted of motor any Ne, 973 in
ahargs of Oonductor Rioe and Hotommen MaeCorslck, tound from
Jacktzon to Detroft, Train Ne, 48 leoft tin wtetion at Jacksen
at 30338 adney on time, and op s m%‘%’é’“’ ooy borp At
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10140 a.me the orew recelved traks erder s resding ae
fallowa:

"lout tynin 197, ear 7700 &b Conter,”
Uendor, the tinme-oard name for mmm Center, is 2,19 miles
eugh of Poge, the mecting polut provided for Wrains ¥o. 48 and

157 in the order which wsz sent to the crevw of 4 No. 157,
and the lssuonge of train order Wo. B8, making Conlter the meet-
ing point, sherefors resulted in a Yap oyder, Train No. 48
gnsmad Page and oullided with fruln fls. 157 hetwoen Page and
outer ag above atated, The speed of the train adt tho time of
aolllslon had bheor reduaed to about & or 8 miles pear hours
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Both cars were derailed by the shoak of bhs ccllistcn
and $he forward ead of esch wap teldasosped mnid badly demnged,

The eollision paoured in the middle of e surve of 8
degrese about 700 feet in lengthe. Weeh of tho ourva the
traok Iz straight for about 800 féot, while esat of the ourve
15 18 stralght for about 4,000 fest, The gradc 1s slightly
dococnding was veethound tralnge On the Snvide of the surve
thore 18 8 yow of trecy exbending from @ polnd 8,100 foeh
gt of $he point of collision & within 4 % af the pands
The ronge of vislon of the molormad of the sosthound oar wos
limitod t: absub 750 feoh, while %hm of vision of the
motormen of the wosthound oan wes lini%ed $o abont B0) feck.
The woothier was cluudy and & Jight ruin dad beon f21llng.

Tealn Disputeher Qotbrell, wha iseued Bhe traln grdere
invelved in this recident ataéa& thuts in lavalng Sraln order
Hoe %9 to the orew of brain No. 157, e intended to neme
Conter ar the me tinzg point, Yt in some way wilchk he could
oot exnlain he erronecunly named Puge es the neeting nolud.
When he made the eptry on his train sheet about five minubes
sPtervords bs sbowed tising Roge 48 and 157 22 meeling aofb
Centor, whloh was the polnt he originally hed in mind. When
thoe grew of triunln Ko. 40 caled For orderg &b ke oar barn ot
Jack on, mers taon one honr &fterwerdsg ha looked ab his treln
shoet, @aw that 1t showed Oenber as $he meeting point of that
trein wish train Mo, 157 and without looking st bls copy of
train order No. 39 imsuod traln gmr o, 98, numing Oenter
28 the moeiing jolnt fnstead of Fugoe

The saune of this acoident wae ths $eousnes of @ lap
order, for whiah Dispatober Cottzrall wea responoiblie.

Plapstoher Ootirell was employed as & osndwotor in A prii,
1909, and was hade an extra Alspaticher im Fedruury, 1912, and
regular dispatoher la Speptember oF theo mEame year. o was ol
sidered to Bo 2 reliabls and sefflolent w@l@m &%, the $ime
of the agallent Lz had besn on 4uly sbous 4 Ay KITOr 8
period off duly of about 18 hourgs

On Aprid 18, 1612, the Oowissloa invesiigntsed a head-ond
oolliszion on thisz rallirosd near Dexter, Miohe, & polnd locuted
on the same A%vi:lon me Qonter and akont £4 8y diatent
therelfroms X6 cacurred under nearly the samo glrounstindes as
provatled in thia oase, & lap erder helng the #ause, Ihe Come
miznion has alzo mvesgﬁgated e rear-ond collision nesr Detrols
on Oatober 1%, 1931, and & head-end osliision msar Waterville,
Hiochey On Jutte §, 1‘515,

In the yreporta sovering the agelidents sdcurzing on thls
gystem rhiosh have bdewn iumvestigated, attendlon hga bdeen edled
to lasdecmate and unsafe rules, Bad eperatlng conditione and

the foults of the dispatobing systen in uee, and in thoae ree

ports the ade tfon aof some edesuste form of Block-algnal system
has peen reconmendsd, Hod this teoonmendstion Beon adopted,

end an adeguate blook-gignal oystes besn lnatalled, thia sgoldent

undoubiedly would met have cesurred, uotutihstanding the miateke
of the dispatcher at faulb. o ) o L
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