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& RY IRVESTIGATION 5’5’ m elsd v} """%{/% mﬂﬁn O THE
DEYRGIT UNYFED LINES m OARTOOD, MIOH,, O
FEBRUARY 35, 1919, i .
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On Fabpunay &6, 1705, 3heve =an & hoad-Gnd eollialoa
SUhPReR o (RARENRZAT SFALn andt & line 03 on Lhe Detrold Unitaesd
Linesz near Oskegal, Mish., whiech zesultad in tho death of &
phaszengers gl She injury of 40 saasengers anrd 4 esployecs.
After imveutiyntlion of Hols a00idsu%, the Qhief of the Burem
wi Safety roeiorxts » follewas

The Fiint Diviasion esbenis f£row Detrels, Mlokh., %0
Flink, Hicl., » Jdiskanee of 50 mlion, ann iy 3 adngle-tzaek
1ing ~its %o axeupilon of » faw miles wnk of Datreit, Tradns
sea uoarsded By Sioe $sbhle andt wpaln erdera, so bleur elwd
aysten polns in use., Approsohin $he agenw of %ae Agelaond
Trom $oa south, %09 traghk Lo tamgent for » ddabaneo of it
~ rmilos o within 180 Leet of dhe roint of agoldent, where
thars ia 4 SuPve Ho she Pl of B almebas. Apuroasdhlng
from the m Fhh, e ok Lo on o Gurve tu 3he 1als of B
misasan for - disdunoe of sabout AU fess. On whe inslde of
. Surve, LUTu 10 . 1ims of sslegreph polos shioh obubruots
Lhe violen of sstofwen. The Hraek la pPagtlesliy lovel. A%
tha $ime of the sooldant, o hoawy enoy was falling.

Korthbeuul 82o4n 136 Hoe 3D gonainted of 1 moboy oRx
A0 sharge of Sunduotoer Tabson od Motsrson Althousse. It 1aft
Detrait #% 518 1ute, Orion a% 1000 were, © ninetes showl of
tigw, Qxfurd, 4,73 wdlos frop Quxwood, ab 10,08 s.me, » sliates
ahenid of $lwe, anl a8 sbout 1i.04 5.0, Gelliided with aocuthbound
extra 781 At « yolnt nearly one-half mile no¥th of Qakwoud.



siq

Juetihounsd asten 7781 consiated of 5 14ne 642 in eharge
uf Line Polasan Harahall, Qondaoter Tolfre: sak Hobormwn Msls-
frar, It left Qoodrioh sb 10.40 Aenl, aie Beymour, #.87 riles
From Goodrioh, ab LJ.l adse, tho intankion of the araw bolng
o raed broln Bus 136 o Oakegon, 3.05 mllss dintant, Toe Line
¢a¥ GoLlided wit, tewdn it Bo. 155 whon a'wut hall a rdls frop
Oodeapoad, @hile troveling -6 % speeit datlimaved Bo huve beun ahoug
st milea an Boux,

The Body of the line Qur wag highar than 4.0 slokform
of ths pasgenger ooy and teleéagoped the hexly of tho rasasngor
ouy »+ sdlatanos of about 10 fant, that end of the oar beliny de-
wadiohal, #nile adl ¢f %ho 209&%a 1a 46 wera wOrw leose, Qo
alderabla dmzace e also stwdoived by the line ger. Holihor
G2 wag deralled,

Hotorvan Al%hause of tradn Lot 1Bh myated shat hio lold
Oxford ot LooB¥ mare, ¥ mlmates ahewd of tima, sayin: Shat 1%
wan SwatomA¥y for the £4r4% weotion of o frain o lsave o atablion
& wmifmbde L2 ao cdaed of sobedwle, sad Bhat toln nes@tloe Ll pavar
Boan mjeotel o by sayons., He ran his gar 2% hall speed uabll
Lffes pmmndng bl obdig ob PG, 1,70 milos fron Ouford, ant them
ran 1% ot full spesd. Be Ald not look ab hie wndah when ponising
Ouk-w0od, bud fros $he way he hel been opewsting tha éar alter
l94avin: Dxfomi, e fthouent A% il hiors bedn about 11404 ey
sl he ki he o flpuieinge on resetdng Baymour, U nllas boyond,
ab li.ul tyr.  He soe the 1ine sz shon L was sbous &, er WO
feot Aistent, roversed the .ower, and juwped, He Jdid not look

a% his wakal alter the sooldent and saldd that he did notigniak
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it wewld Lawe besn posclbls foer hia t¥adn %o have 168t Oxford
88 10,38 wmerie ana bnwe 0ollided #lth egtrs TPOL botween 11.01
08 13408 femey os @lalmad by the erew of the aexire, s3 $had
wondd Lave ooand an averagy opeud of 85 miles s heur bieh
weuld have resulted In dersilment of the anr,

Coniuotor Tataon of $Paln la% Ho. 180 stated thas he
rookad a% hisn weteh golng lnte Oxford snd 1% wis then bhetwess
A0, 54wl LGaSo dase, iz t2ain bolng due b Oxford ab 21,80 e
Bi: traln wee poariasg ab Oxford Dubatation hetemer 10,87 and
10,858 a.m Afser loaving Oxfozd, ne wisa Wwusy oollsoting farss
iIn Ythe yesT of g Qar, and the First thing he notloed wsa an
application oF She hrakea, followsd by the oollisfon. By naw
the seoond wa0bion wur behind his tEndn, and abt onos wond bask
¢ flag it edbhowt steppine to nos what ki« 2aln hod otruosk.

He dld ned look ab ni~ watah afbaer leonwing Oaford; neither wid
ne lock at it afsor the apoldent, He was not pesitive whathaz
C¥ 5ot Li. tEadn mog sheald of ting ab Oakwuod, but oonaldaring
he tinme Qon ared ad Qxferd, he 434 no$ think it oould reésdh
Qakeood, <here 13 .3 We o6 1100 Sarme, sbead of Live,

Hoberman Franklin of train Sad 105 stetsd shat he locked
wt i weioh leavisng Qxfoxd and 1% s 1100 Runa, ful 3% wauy
11a08 serte whan pracine Oakwowd. Re was flagged by the eondugter
af $raim lobv Ho. 156 whan sbout 8 or 10, possibly L5, %olasgioph
wakiag Bagk Troo $he (oind of sollizion. In vias of the acolident
coauzsing sbout 000 feat béyond Oskwood anl the cundudbor aebtlng
Bagy about 1000 faet aftor the pegidant, he thought the firat
aoablsn waat have bean aboud 1=L/8 or 3 mimutes ahoad of hia

train,
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Llne Foreman Hsrstall, In eharge of the 1ing 95z, stated
thad 3ue woboPuns mrud gonduotor, who wage his saaletanbe, had
reaned the regquirel enmaination, had BHth boan woRkin: with she
Line gur or  your oF oda, and that aven when ha was on the end
bhe 434 not feel that ho Wi Pegponnible, srovidad the somwaebir
md pobore . haid oplara. Aoy having oomdetsd soms eoxk slong
e posd, L@ bearded $he Line gar o Goolpieh. The oio¥non sl
Sovustor had alveady recsived crders to yun fztra frem Gowsixioh
to Qliver, whies io the yard st Oxford, He 43 not tEdh wiSh
then about weafin- train No. 65 sl 41d not hes sham any apy-
thing shout 8. Ao soon a3 marthbound loosl $2ain Ro. 58 srrived,
tas 1ine gax ssertsd eouth, bt he did aok 1ook at his wvlioh %6
s8¢ what Shine 1% woa.  Bhen $he line onx resashsl DoyrmourR, he
e $L0 oondbdtuer tell the motorman $hat they bl encugh time
o gv be Ouiooad, bt agedn ha 414 not leock 8% his waboh adihough
his tredn wag then ruanning bobwsen two liwited teadins, Ho. 108
arei poubbbound train Ho. Lia, mnloh =ns due ot of Goodrich b
L0004 #ere  Ho aadd deot shan punning, - ou himsell, be would
ionk at hin waboh, Lud whon the sonioter am! sotorssn Were ranning
1t, ha 44 met vy amy nedendien, snd he andi that in this gasa
ne maw both of them look a% their watthes., Train No. 155 wag
about 500 fosd dlstant whon he firet osw 1%, and he sald thes
the -phtomscn 4l everything he oould ¢ stol- B8he gfax, whioh was
traveling 4t fudl spend. After the eollision, he pioked himsely
up, =enh inte bho ear %t-lea to sad AL any of bho uen wers there,
sid afser coming out the last timg lookad ab him watoh and i¢

ad bhen S=l/3 mimtes after elaven. He did nod thinh #he collisiesn
edcurred leter than 11.01.
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Hotorman MoArtiuwr of axtes 7T staked thet hia sraln
left Goodriah afser tha arrival of tradln Bo. 85, He 414 not
ilack a% hic watoh to wee what tise 1% was, bt Conhwotor Tolfrae
zadd 18wt about Lh.48 a.n, or o fow saconds thereaftsr. He
lgeked ot hio watoh guvarasl tives bedweswu Goodrioh wnd Seymour
o awe 1F %o lhated follewing hin txedn, Ho. 164, waz gaining.
Ho 4dd not kave o gory of the time sohedile +4th him, and slilweph
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bham, wnd hen peaaine Seymour ab DBV Rum., he did not aon
Bow wioh his tradn wus odesd of tealn Bo, L4, Ha was undier the
imrzasalon %¥hat teadn o, 155 wur due oub of Onlorond atb 1107
neft, and adoerdingdy fliurod on resehing thad wolnt at .04

Gea e, WRASH would olve bis the L eimitos naeasenry to 0lésr the
time of train Bo. 150 sz pormized Yy ruls. Than he aaw t3ain
Bo. A0H approashing, hw applivd the air brakés in anergency und
opensl the sundere;, raduoln, the spesd 30 10 or 1h niloe an houw
at the time of 4he cellision, He 438 not kaow what ha sread
had besn, bt aald hat 1t wan an fash sa the 0o would traval.
A3 s e o8 0% sut of the oar, he loesked ¢ hls wokeh anl i¢
tls Lnam AleUl.d8. Botermen MeArihur furthar stab 1 Ehat 1%
Ba8 L OVHETIsY coourvsnee for trains 4o nm shesd of sohadula,
but shat 3 He hael Mnown thot tEadin Be. 16D wan ocheduled to
pasn Oshaoad ab 11003 he souldd not have 1ef% Seyreour, Alshouch
Sgndmet the mileos, ha sonzldezel it asnld hawe been safle o plak
on belng iaty 0lonr ab Oskwomd 8% 11404 wa v, oWwen 1L traln No,

LB5 wan aobeduled to laave o% Ll U0 fare, Dedmise tho olhay SE8iu

should not lasyes ahsad of t 18,
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Gundiugtor Telfpse of owtrs 77681 otased that trein Ro.
#, slthou. dus be lowve Goodrioh &8 10.40 a.m., arvived at
lu, 43 aum,, wnd thag his Say deparsed imewiltately. At Seymour,
he looked at hius wayeh; it waa then & Lfew seeoaids nfter 10.3Y
HeMe, wod he wmid thot they had $Lme enouzh o 2o to Oakwhod,
On rounuaily the curve, tralm No. 155 was aden appeoashing, wnd
thd wotorwan 4830 sil bo sould so shap khe en.  After the Asol~
admt, he lecked st hic wateh, and 4% wer Shen 11.01.70. Dondvotor
Tolfras?: gutimaten as bo how Lar txain Ho. 155 was £2om his omm
whan o8 firsd aaw it warial pe o2eatly as o e useliges, IHis
lnat statenant moas thad his ouxr trawelad about 400 ex 300 fast
potwgon tus time tialn Ho. 182 was seen And the time of eollislion,
at wniei sixe ho Bhousht the speed of his teain wie shout HBO
miles sn hour. He furthor sinted $hae$ he sompared time with fhe
digpatehnr on the mornin; of the apauident and his waloh was
sorredt.

Teain Dispatoner Mutobins stated $hat the agents b
Oriom and Ozfoxd were murponsd to repoet the $ise of fraine
a6t those statlenn. He did not know that tradn Ro. 160 Lad ey
thoae abablang wisiud o U490, saring thet tue tiws he veoniwai
from %he sganto miysné be elther the Wlme of arpival or the ting
of deparyura,

Rale Bo, 8¢ of tha rulss gortraniss She opsration of
QAr0 Ak TRIAAG on She interurban lines of thie syatam reads
sa Tollowng

fAzawie oX operabtrs dhan so directed «ill romplly
Tooord and rasert $o tha $rsin dispatober the time of
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a@parturs of adl tEsing el tho direohien of extra

trains, Aconbs and opernbors in such Gaswes b huwve

She ckopsr appdlanees for signalin: for imeediote une,

if roguired,®
B. ¥, Loughram, Swezvisor of Dlspatohiin., stated Lhak this
Fule mog in the ruls book for tho beneflt uf fhoss we sleetod
o uge i%. The tirw of t¥alne &% ¢ertaln stablona was FoLHThEd
by the sgants merely Yo led the dlapatohsr inow that thay wre
madntaining sohedule, The time ahown miowd be ¢ltbear the Ad-
ziving o tho leswing $ises, He alag salil thad bad the agent
1 Orion, for axarpde, been yeuived to rajort bhe lme of do-
peEtura aei hac ghown traln 1ot Ho. 155 as leswlns 3 wulmitas
ahgad of timas, then the dlopateher would have baon adle o ;9%
in toush with the orew 8% Oxford snd prevent Lhswe lsaviag fhas
peint ahend vl $ine,.

Ooniuosor Bensen of leonl tasin No. %5 otated that his
train reashed GOuirich =% 1. 44 Beca, Lloaviag on isae st 10,40
Gewa The line gar wug on the siding nd startsd toward the
poubn awltoh ay soun e bis traln 2rived. Bix #aiod way aor-
root whan oorpérasl earllies in $he day.
In view of the oondlleting statenunby a3 o tlae, &

ey of tests sede madg., bhine ¢rr Y783, Sho sasa $¥Lu o 093
P61, wua run from Goodrieh to the point of aspldent at aaxisun
simed axed % b ReGaanly slowedown pointa, sod 4b Yhose peints
the gpoad abialned exoesded tae limitn prasoribed by the ules
and Alao by Villags osxdinanean. It was feund th-t 1% teok 18
simitee snu 30 se0onda 35 go frowm Qoodrieh bo Bho peink of the
assident. I7 the Line Qur lnvolvad in the ogoldent nid ledd
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Goviriah at a faw seeands af8e 10,43 Bare, o6 olalned by iks
Cxaw, Lhan GRRGRAing Yo thls $ost 4% ecuid hawve vewmshed the
peint of oulllalon of about 11.08 s,me, or if the otatenent
of the oondustor of twain Ro. 25 is corveat, thai his tPaln
d1d not rssoh Goourieh unbil 10,49 a.me, Sh8 1ine onr Oould
then have pesdhed the polwy of acoldent st 11,00 a.0s, It was
~3ag Louml $hat with o tradn Fun se stated YW Hovemsus Althouse
ef Sralp it Ro. 155, leowing Oxfard at 10,068 acme, half spesd
to Pis, and bthen fuld apsed fron theze om, 1% would psss ODakwond
wbaut 45 segonds anead of tleme and would resoh the »oint of 0Gle
iislen in « te%el elaprwd tice of 2 mimubaes and 5Y seoonds, o
at abou® 11.05 sy 1T zusning ot nexbean apesd the engire
aistonoe from Onferd no Oukwood, 1t would have poesxl Oakwood
abuut 1-1/5 mimates shest of gime and would heawe ranched the
point of ecllision in » tetrd elapasd tiee of § ainuves aad 83
SO00RAN, oF ABOUE Ai.04 oerte A Ohigek wow alwo mude of All the
rimitad tralns run Juring e day, sod 15 wae foundt that the
wyerngo tire of sthose traina bobwesn Oxford sp' Quevood was B
misubes anl 54 agoomin, with A additionsd half nimmte being
sonmised Sowesr Oukbweod aad $ha peint of solllsion,

It sesms anparent from the avidenes that seain lat
Bo. 158 loft Oufomd a% 10.50 0.m., % plmstos shead of Sime, amd
la view of the oheok mels i %0 tho averspw sawount of tise o
qulrad G0 g0 Tron Oaferd to Bhe pelint of collision, i% 1is
prebalie Shat 1t was nearly 1deo4 2,5, whon t@odn Ho. 1305 passed
Oadtwgod apd abdtat balf & mlnato after 11,04 s.s,. when the ool-
dislon comureed, Ho evidence wan byought vub Bo dhow thst the



Be
aatohes of AF «F $he exployess lovoelved were nol oorregt,

Tnla agoident wus eunad by axtra 7761 ceoupying the
main 040k on the tles of s supsrior train, for whieh Lins Fore-
wian Marshall, Comiuator Toelfres aml Motorrwn MeArtbhur nre fos-
pongibie. Line Foranan Marahall was in charge of tho iime onx,
sid wndar Rule Ro. 387 wae pégponsible for the propex use anld
rannin; of $hoe line esxr, UOndax the sogulrsssads of Rule Ho.
188, the line e:r awould hayww bean In the olear b Oakwood &
minutes Befors txain lov No. 183 wie sohedulsd to pass thol
point, =hign Was 1100 e

A contpibu¥ipg @rase wan tha gunning of trals 1st Ho.
165 sheas of 3%a pohedule tims, for whidch Oontuoter Wataen and
Notoxman MoArshur aye responaible. Undex Rule Ho. 184, tzalne
sre aot allowed to lewve in ddvanoe of tholr sohedules leaving
tina,

Line Forowan Murahall wse omployed za & lineran ia
1908, OComiuotor Tolfres man ezpleyed aas 4 linersn in 1H1Z and
had baen in 2@Pviee with the line eay s dondwotor snd llnessn
for sgvexsl yearsz. Notorwam HolArthur was ewploysd oa a llnsssan
In Buy, 1710, hawing boom oun of the emmlay Af she onmeany fay
sbout » youd, Previous %o thio he bad worksd on & sedtion fox
3 yenxrn. Qunduotor Fatsen wan aenrloyed ss oonduotsyr in Oo%obaer,
1218+ Tu pedonds of all of thase employess warg Jood. Hotoy-
wan Althouss wRe amployed s o motowsen im 1808. In 18908, he
wha gisabazged on adBount of o collision, bub was Felnstated
about § weake afterwad. Obhoxwise, hLis Peocord was good.

Rono of the enplovess imvolved hmil boan on duty in o
FVun of any of the provisicns of the hours of service law.
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Inveat lpaticn indloated shat violations of the ules
AERG an avuryday osurrende. Mule Fo. 1848 e mprdsed $9 100w
venb trainy Lrow leawing o staslon Jhend of nseheduls tica, yeb
the gbalonans.c of the amoloyess lndigate that L% vua o oOGOR
LHIoaties, dnd By Lz diffioult to nee how Popsr attentlion te
duty om she s of those offiolal: entzusted with the wie
vperstion of this road aould hawe falled %o debeotd i%, Thore
ls adao the gsze of Bule 23R, semiving agente ¥ opurabers
*when 20 Alrsetad?® o racsrd and ®e; 0¥% %o the Adanatiohar the
tiug of doparture of all $rains. Quoh repoXts wuxe made Drom
Or Lo and fron Oxfexd, wet in spite of the xermirosent of the
rule $hg tha tlke of Geparturs ba shown, the dispsioher stnkaed
Yhat a8 hed pe way of kpowing whether the fine shom wea he
bime of azrivsl or the time of departure. On (wrwtledddy overy
eailEoml in tne ocpuntry, wherever only one tine fs showm 48
wduns the $lme of Jeparture; Rule HNe. 74 of thin aysten, Fe-
forring to Bho 4ixe falbiles, stites that whors one tiwe la glwen,
1% i0, wnless ohhaerwian Andionted, Shg loawln; tine, and tha
tims roguiTed to b royorted by Bals Fo. 595 1 alsb the tlw
wf depasroure. o wview ol Shose [aobs, w oubt ot axnled
i2 iy mlnd of $he dlaeatehar <on %o et i Indlonted whan &
tine raport la recelved from the agonts of opowetora &% 4he
varivda atoblons. Bal iy been Jefinitely understeod thst the
Lime po-urbod wag the tlse of departure, the dispatoher would
hawe known thet traln Ist Ho. 150 wos leawlng staSlobs whissd of

tine, uwi, aeocedlns %o kis ovn abtabement, would howe bBeen able

o g2t in touoh with the Lpaln Srow munl ¢all Sheir sttention 4o
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thelr vioiakion ol the rules. Hodl this besn dens, this agdls
iemt wondd howve besn proventod.

Thic Lo the Axth serlous oollicion on 3o linas of the
Detrois Unlesd Byotow phish hos beon Investipated by the Conmise
sden. In thess investigotions thare weds found t+ he invelvaed
lnsdermabe and wnsade pules, ox 96ll so gress vielsdlons of rules
on the et of Shons oungernsd.  Taveral pears ape, for exale,
ARt on wea @alled to the i #sobioabilisy of » ruls ansding
tradng Funnin, dn the asme dirsotlon A Jistanos of 3000 fent
apazrt, or 1 slle in the oxas 6f linmiked tredins, when Bo oeang
Yoxr thabt appose wero ;rovided @and tn atorsy or fogpy weather,
1% 1 often Impes-iblo to see but H0 . ox MG feet. That zule
is #8111 in fores. The spcldent ooversd by sila rag;mt my Wil
=1 #vory oliaz aselideny inveatigsbed on $his lino %?M;@
baen eventad by an adedquets blook shne) ayidemy abtenslun
hag Besn @dlad in praviows rarefta $u Lhe need of sdopting
some waah forn of ja0tedtlion, Thoss reasponsibls fox tha OHOPde
Blon of fhds Fend shomid $ake lmadists steps towmtsd elinlnniing
rulow woiel, AR unada o bnyoxsible te gbey, or ¥hich are in
$he 4uls book Tor the banadly 7 oo e oleob e owug then,
il devate mors attsntion %o the snforsemsnt of bhoey rules
Al Peuirunants whigh arg abnolately ansential so tun safesy
of tur seoavellng public. I 1a odeo ueged $her serious sunalied-
ntion be _ivan 0 e adoption of sona foze of blonk adgend Looe
teation on Ali the lines of Rhie @or; any wheke bl hedpetd Saime

sangee Srtdne Are gpersted,
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