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INTPRSTATE COVWMWERCE CO'T ISSION

RFPORT CF THE DIRFCTOR OF TP 3URFAU OF 3AFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AW ACCIDEINT §HICH OCCURRED OF
THE EASTERY VICHIGAN RaILWAY AT ORTONVILLE, I'ICH.,
ON JUNE 2, 1929.

Septerber 30, 1929,

To tae Cowmission

On June 2, 1829, there weoe a collision hetwcen a
passenger trzia snd Y freight train on the Ecscern
Micargen R=1lway at OQritonville, Mich., which resulted 1in
the injury of 80 pssscngers pnd 1 ermloyee,

Location and iethod of onerstion

This sceirdent oceurred on the Fliat Division,
which extends between Flint svd Detroit, “ich., » dist-nce
of 88.C9 mles, «nd 1n the vicinity »f the poiat of
~ceident 1s 2 siagle-treck electric line over which trrins
cre oper~ted By lire-trple £nd train nidere, ano olcck-
c1cnal syster being in use. At Ortonville there 1g 2
gpur track known as tne "stock trock," paralleling the
mezin track on the vest The switch 1s 2 facing-noint
Fritch for northbound traines And Jeads off the w-in track
to tar left ot » pecint 1,100 feet north of the stetion.
The acecident occurred on the stock trock ot ¢ point 201.5
feet north of tahe switch; ~pprozching the switch from the
south, beginning ~t the stotion, the track 1s trageat for
a dictance of 296.1 feet, followed Ty a 4° 45' curve to
the left 754.4 feet 1a length, frow which point Lhe treck
1e tongent {o the switcn, s dist-nce of 50 feet, ond for
gsome distmace bevond tnat point. The grade 1s proctically
level at tne point of sccident.

The switch stcnd at the stock-track switch 18 located
nn the east or right side of tne me1a track. The terget
18 7 feet 8 incher zbove tne read-block ties and has blades
14 1nches wide end 314 inches long, which dieplay a red
indication when tae switch 15 oven »nd green when 1% 18
cloeed.,

The weatler ves clear &t the time of the mccident,
which occurred a2t about 5.09 a.m.
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Descrintion

¥orthbound freight train extra 2000 coasisted
of s1x crra lo~ded w1th gresvel, heuled by wotor 3000, end
veg 1n corrge of Conductor Miller and Motorran Peters.
This trein left Oxford, 9.99 wiles south of Ortonville,
et 4.10 p.m., passed the statron 2t Ortonville =% about
5.03 p.rr., entered the etock track and was brousht to a
stop, but before the switch could be closed the rear cad
of the troin was struck by treain No. 19,

Northbound veesenger trein No. 19 consisted of
rmotor 7534, ond wes in charge of Conductor Dunn and Motor-
men Berron Thig troin deoncrted from Rochester, 23.18
111es south of Ortonville, ot 4.25 p.m., on tiae, departed
from Ortonville =t opout 5.08 p.m., one minute late,
entered the open switch leading to the stock track and
collided with extra 2000 while traveling at 3 speed
estianted to heove veen between 15 and 25 miles per hour.

Motor 7534 was not dereiled but 1ts forverd end
wes telescoped for a distamcc of sbout 85 feet aand all of
the gents wcre torn loose. The rcer cer 1n extra 2000 had
1ts rear truck dersiled ~nd wes slightly dameged. The
erovloyee 1njured vas the notoruwsrn of trein No. 19,

Surusery of evidence

Motormon Peters, of extras 3000, steted that his
troin passed the station =t Ortonville &t 5.04 p.n., end
at that time he told the conductor to get off »ad protect
until he could get into clear on the stock track for trein
Wo. 19. After opening the switcn of that track he moved
the trein i1in on the spur and brought 1t to s stop with
1te rear end sbout one cer-length beyond the clearance
noint. He thea got off snd started back to close the
switch but vmen s%111 sbout one car-length north of the
rear end of his trein ne chserved tr2in No. 1S apvroaching,
2bout 200 or 350 feet from the switch, He hurricd towards
the switch onut 28 the sppronching traian was treveling at a
argh rate of speed he reslized ne could not reacn the
switch before the train arrived at that point sp he tarew
up poth haads as » warning. He estimzted the speed of
train Fo. 19 =t *tae tire 1t entered the sidiang at 25 miles
per hour, »lthough the motor was reversed, and he thought
this hed reduced the sneed to soout 15 miles per hour &t
the time of the szccident. He 21lso s21d that a clear view
of a trein standing on the stock track could be had from
an epproecning northbound trein for o distence of about
200 feet and thet the position of tne switch could be pleax
ly seen for a distonce of between 400 and 500 fect, fur-
ther view 1s obstructed bty some buildings, trees snd poles
on the inside of tne curve.
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Conductor ¥1ller, of e¢xtrn 2000, stzted that his
trein peseed Brandon, 2.7 miles eouth of Ortonville encd the
last switch south of the latter point, at 4.5% p.m., and
consumed 10 minutes 1n runring to Ortonville a2lthouch 1t
usually reguires only about six minutes. As the ruleg re-
guired that his tr=1in cle~r tne time of the suverior trzin
five ninutes 1t was decided thot he should get off at the
station and provide flag wrotection until hais train could
enter the stock track Wnen trein No. 19 arrived at the
station he informed the motormen of thet frein thoat nis own
train would clesr at the stock trmck »nd that 1t had had
about time enough to get i1nto clear but that the motorman
should watch out for 1t, which instructions were acknovledg-
ed by the motormsn. Conductor Miller than entered the
telephcne booth end celled the dispetcher for »n order to
reet another trrin and wes still in the booth when he heard
the 1irpoct of the collision, He sei1d that he usunlly acts
as motormen oad that in nis ovinion 2 train should aot be
operated =t a speed of more then 30 miles per hour 1n orcer
to bring 11 to o stop short of the stock-track switch, es
therc sre trees and poles obstructing a cleer view of the
gwltch.

YMotormen Barron, of train No. 19, stated that
while his train wes standing =t Ortonville stetion he was
notified by Conductor ¥1ller of the grevel trein that thet
troin would clear a2t the stock track and thnrt 1t had had
ebout time enough 1n vhich to clear. His oun train nroceed-
ed from the ststion at moderste cpeed, as he wae eXpecting
to find the gravel trein on the main track, bul when the
latter tr~1n c2me 1nto vier he observed that 11 was 1n The
clear #lthough he failed to notice that the switch was open
uatil 1t wos too late to stoo, although he reversed tae
notor in rn effort to do so.

Conductor Dunn, of train No. 19, stated that his
train departed from Ortonville about on time and as 1%t was
leaving he noticed Conductor Miller pass around the rear
end of the cer carrying a flag, vhich i1ndiczted to him that
the gravel train was clearing neer tnat point. He was
standing near the rear door 28 hisg caT approached the
point of accident and jJust before reaching the stock-track
switch the motor of his car was reversed, upon looking back
he noticed that the car had entered the siding, the colli-
cion occurring i1mmedistely sfterwards. Conductor Duna eszd
he noticed no unusu2l speed after departing from the station
and thought the tresin had attesined » speed of 20 or 25
mileg per hour at the time the motor was reversed, which
action did not reduce the speed to any extent as 1t caveed
tue wheels to slide; he did not feel any ailr-brake applica-
tion prror to the time the motor was reversed.
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Conclusions

Tnis sccident w2z caused by the feilure of
liotorman Barron, of train ¥o. 18, promerly to control
the speed of his train apwroaching s passing point,

The rules provide theot 11 treins must approach
2 meeting or ovessing point under full control, and must
20t attempt to panss until the seitck is seen to be right
and the troin to be met or vnassed 1s clear of the weia
track. According to the evidence, Motormen Barron had
been notified by Conductor Miller that the latter's trein
would clear at the stock track, ~nd he ned this fact in
mind at the time his troin »pnroiched the vassing point,
but while he saw the gravel train in the clee1 he failed
to rotice that the switch wos on?n until 1% wos too
lote to prevent the sccident. Although his view of the
switch was restricted, there 1s no reason why he could
not heve stooned uts troin Trom » moderate rate of sneed
nad he noticed the onen switch vhen 1t ceme within his
ronge of vision.

The e-mloyees 1nvolved were exnericnced 1en
and et the tie of the accident they had not been on
duty contrary to eny of the mrovisions of the hours of
ge1vice law.,

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



