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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO., 3378
GRAND TRUNK WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR ANDERSONVILLE, MICH., ON
NOVEMBER 26, 1950




Date:
Railroad:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Traing involved:
Traln numbers:
Englne numbers;

Consigtls:

Estimated gspeeds:

Cperation:
Track:

Wea ther:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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SUMMARY '

November 26, 1950

Grand Trunk Western
Andersonville, Mich.

Rear-end collislon

Freight : Passenger

Extra 3743 West s o7

“2743 : 6037
74 cars, caboose t 10 cars
4 m. p. h. : 45 m, p. h.

Timetable and traln orders

Single; 2° curve; level

Light rain

12:36 a. m.

1 killed; 9 injured

Failure to provide adequate protectiion

for train occupying main track on
tlme of following superior traln

[ Y



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO., 3378

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

GRAND TRUNK WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY

January 29, 18851

Accident near Andersonville, Mich,, on November 26, 1950,
coused by fallure to provide adequate protection for a
train occupylng the main track on the tlme of a
following superlior train,

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

On November 26, 1950, there was a rear-end collision
between a freight train and a passencer train on the Crand
Trunk Western Railroad near Andersonvllle, Mich., which
resulted in the death of one train-service employee, and the
injury of gix passengers and three traln—-service employeen,
Thig c¢cecldent vvas investicated in conjunction with a redre-
scntatlve of the Michigan Public Service Commission,

1

Uncer suthority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-cntitlied proceedlng vag referred by the
Conmission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accldent occurred on that part of the Detrolt
Division extending between Detroit and Durand, Mich., 635.97
miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident thls 1ls a
single-track line, over which trains are operated by timetable
and train orders, There 1s no block system in use, A%
Andersoaville, 38.54 miles west of Detroit, a slding 1.23
miles in length parallels the maln track on the north. The
accident occurred on the maln track at a point 37.13 miles
west of Detroit and 2,634 feet east of the east slding-switch
at Andersonville., From the east there 1s a tangent 3,983 fect
in length and then a 2° curve to the right 1,588 feet to the
point of accldent and 847 feet westward, The grade 1is
practically level,

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows:

11.***

On track not protected by automatlc block signals a
train approaching a fusee burning red on or near its
track must stop before any part of the traln has passed
it, and not proceed untll the fusee 1s burned out,

3 % %

A traln approaching a fusee burning yellow on or ncar
1ts track will proceed with caution.

L A

73. Extra trains are inferlor to regular trains.

86, ¥ * ¥ gn inferior train must clear the time
of a {irst class train 1n the same direction not
less than ten minutes, unless i1t 1ls clear before
such train is due to leave the next station in the
rear vhere time is shown (in which case clearing
time must be not less than five minutes), % % #
failing to clear the maln track as required, the
train must be protected as prescribed by Rule 99.

91.***
# % % trains must keep not less than ten minutes

anart unless the preceding traln has arrived at tne
statlon ahead.
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Qla, * * # it w11l be the duty of operators * # #*
to meintain the intervals prescribed by Hule 91, * * * .

Yhen a train 1s moving under circumstances in which
it may be overtaken by another traln, such actlon must
be taxen as may beo nccessary to insure full protestion;
lighted fusees, red or yellow as the case may requlre,
must be thrown off at proper lntervals.

* ¥ *

The moximum authorlzed spezds were 57 mliles per hiour for
passenger trailns and 45 mlles per hour for frelsht tralns,

Description of Accldent

Extra 3743 West, a west-bound freircht train, conslcted of
enginc 3743, 52 cars and a caboose. Thls traln passed Pontilac,
the last open office, 10.79 miles ezst of the point of accident,
at 10:955 n, m., November 25. It stopped west of the station,
and, after 22 cars were added to the traln, 1% departed about
11:40 v, m, It then proceeded westward, and whlile 1t was
enterine the sidlng at Andersonville at a speed of about
4 miles per hour the rear end was struck by No, &7 at a
point 2,634 feet east of the east siding-swltech.

Ne, 57, a west-bound first-class passenger traln,
consisted of englne £037, two exprecss cars, four bagegage cers,
two coaches, one sleeping car, and one buslnsgs car, in the
ordcr naned, The first, fourth, fifth, ninth, end tenth
cars were of all~gteel construction, and the other cors were
of steel underframe construction, This train departed from
Pontlac at 12:20 a, m,, 5 minutes late, and whlle it wos noving
at an cstimated speed of 45 miles per hour 1t struck the rear
end of Zxtra 3743 West,

The englne, the tender, and the first three cars of No,
57 were deralled. The engine stovped witk its front end 170 ’
feet west of the point of accident and 12 feet north of the
center-line of the track and its rear end on the track. It
leaned to the north at an angle of about 45 degrees. The front
end of the engine was badly damaged. The tender remained
coupled to the engine and stopped upright and in line with the
track., It was slightly damaged, The first and the second cars
were demollished., The third car remalned coupled to the fourth
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car and stonped with i1ts front end 10 feet south of the center-
line of the track. It leazned to the south at an angle of

about 30 degrees., The third car was badly damaged, and the
fourth car was slightly damaged. The seventy- third and
seventy-fourth cars and the caboose of Extra 3743 West were
derailed and stopped in various positions on or near the

track, The caboose and the seventy~fourth car were demolished,
and the seventy-third car was badly damaged.

The fireman of No. 57 was killed. The engineer of No, 57
and the conductor and the flacman of Extra 3743 West were
Injured.

There was a light rain at the time of the accldent, which
occtrvred about 12:36 a, m.

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident,
the average daily movement in the vielnity of the point of
accident was 12 trains.

Discugsion

Extra 3743 West passed Waterford, 5.25 miles east of
Andecrsonville, at 11:55 n, m., No, 57 was due to leave
Waterford at 12:24 a., m,, and to leave Andersonville at
12:30 a, m, There was no siding of sufficient lencth to
perrit Extra 3743 West to clear the maln track between these
stations, and 1f thls train failled to clear the time of No.
o7 as oreqcrlbed by rule No. 86 the crew was required to
provide protection as prescribed by rule No. 99,

Beceuse of lnadequate steam pressure, the speed of
Extra 3743 West was reduced to about & miles per hour on
an ascending grade east of Andersonville. When the train
was aonroaching Andersonville, the englncer, the fireman,
and the front brekeman were ln the cab of the engine and
the conductor and the flagman were in the caboose. The
speed was further reduced to permit the front brakeman to
procced ahead of the engine to operate the east slding-switch,
and the train entered tke sidine without stopping. The
conductor and the flagman said that llghted red fusee were
thrown off at points about 1.9 miles, 1 & miles, and 3,500
fect east of the polnt where the accident occurred After
the engine and about 20 cars had entered the slding and when
the soeod was about 4 miles per hour, the rear end of Extra
3743 West was struck by HNo. 57.



- 8 - 3378

As No, 57 was approaching the point where the accideat
occurred, the enginemen were maintaining a lookout ahead from
thelr respective positions on the engine, and the members of
the train crew were in various locations throughout the cars
of the train. The headlight was lighted brightly. The brakes
of this traln had been tested and had functioned properly when
used en rocute. Because of curvature of the track, the marker
lights of a caboose at the point of accident are not visilble
from an approaching west-bound enrine until the engine is
withia 868 feet of the caboose. The engineer sald that he
did not ocserve a lighted fusee between Waterford and the
point of accldent, and he first became aware that Extra 3743
West was occupylng the main track when he saw the marker
lights ca the caboose. The speed of the train at this time
was about 45 miles per hour. When he observed the marlker
lignts he immediately made an emergency application of the
brakes. The collision occurred before the speed of the train
had teen materially reduced.

The engineer of Extra 3743 West sald that when his train
passad Waterford there was sufficient time to proceed ahead
of No., 57 to Andersonville and there clear the time of that
train as prescribed by the rules, However, normal speed was
not maintained because of 1inadequate steam pressure. He said
he understood that when his train failed to clear the time of
No, 57 the crew was required to provide protection and he
assumed that protection was being provided by the conductor
or the flagman., Both the conductor and the flagman were avare
that their train was on the time of No., 57. hey sald they
thought that sufficient protection was being orovided when
1lizhted red fusees were thrown off at peolnts east of Anderson-
ville. However, the engineer of No., &7 sald that he did not
see a lichted fusee east of the point where the accident
occurred and that no tormedoes were exploded.

In this territory trains are opersted by timetable and
frain orders., The only provision for spacing following
trains is by the time-interval method enforced by op~rators
at onen stations, and by flagman's signals. The rules require
that a Tfollowing train must be spaced at least 10 minutes
behind a preceding train, In this cese the preceding train
departed from Pontiac, 10.79 miles esst of the point where
the accident occurred, 1 hour 25 minutes before the following
train departed from that station. There was no open ofrice
between Pontiac and the point where the accident occurred.

If an adeqguate block system had been in use in this tervitory,
the crew of the following train would have recelved definite
Informatlon that the preceding train was occupylng the main
track in the same block.
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Cause
It is found that this accident was caused by fallure to
provide adequate protection for a train occupying the main
track on the tlme of a following superior train,

Dated at Washington, D, C,, this twenty-ninth
day of January, 1951.

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



