Ho. 148
Angust g. 1813,

in re Investigation of Acoldent on the Mlohigan
Gentrel Rellroad nesr Jaokson, Mish., on
July 13, 1913,
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On July 13, 1913, there was a hesd.ond collislon Letwsen
two passenger %rains on the Hichigan Central Rallirosd at a
point known as Hishigan Alr Line Oroassing, abous two miles
from Jackson, Mieh,, reaulting in the death of 2 fireman and
the injury of 42 paesengers, and £ employese, one of shom, an
snzinepan, afterwsrds dled,

After investigeatlon of %Shis aeelident the Chilef Inspestoy
of Safety Applisnoes reports as follows:

Zastbound traln Ho. 68 wee a2 Saginaw Dlvipion Ursin,
elng the Sracke of the Orand Heplds Division, onh which the
aosident cocuwrred, frouw Hives Junotion, #ish., %o Jaokeon, a
dlegtance of 10.62 miles. This Sraln congleted of 2 %m§3n5§
cers, 3 coaches, 1 oafe oar, 1 Pullman sleeplng esr, all
of wooden construotion exoept the sleeping car, which wae a
aedern stesl car. Thie traln was hauled by locomotive Ho.
8073, end was in oharge of Csnduotor Hendell and Inginemsn
Spnford, At Hives Junetion the erew in cherpe received s
aony of train order No. 315 reeding as followa!

"No sixty elght (68) teakes alding and mests No,
ane naught five {108) et ¥. A. L. Oroseing. AS Sen
thirty (10130} p.a. 811l overdue Sraineg have srrived
a2t snd lef¥ Juokeon snd Rives Juno'ion.¥

Train No. 68 laft Rivea Junction at 10$5Z and at 11307
&8, B8t0pred u% a point about 50 feet from the west switoh
of the 8lding a% Kiohigan Alr line Urossing for the purpose
af heading in and meating train Ho, 106, Before the brakeman
aculd reash the switeh trein Ho. 108 esme sround the curve,
running ot 2 epewd of avout 30 miles per hour, and sgollided
with treln No. 68,

¥eatbound treain Yo. 1080 was & OGrand 1dg Division

treain bound from Jaokson o Grand Haplds, 1% sonsiested of

1 bapgege oy, 1 coubination basggage end paseenger aap, 1
comch, 1 eale oar and 1 Pullmsn parler éxr,. The coach and

enfe osr wera of ateel undsrfreame gonetruction and the Pulluan
was sn all eteel oar. Thiaz traln wmz hauled by locomotive

¥o,., 6087, and was in charge of Jonduetor Hsughmen and Encineman
Heaeoek, Thls train left Jackson at 11303 s.m,, Z6 minutes
late, and covered the dletanoe of %wo milee Ko the point of

eollislon in about four mlnutes, ocolliding with traln Ho, 68
at gbout 11107 a.s., ae previouely stated.
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Hoth locomotives were conslderablsy demeged, while the
firet bapgguge oxy of train Ho. 88 wae practically destroyed,
being telesooped its sntire length by the Sender of loonw
motive Ho, 8073, The bagzage car of traln No, 105 fell inso
the river which is orossed by the Iirsok at this point, while
the gombination oar was considerably dasaged.

This part of She d¥ichigan Jentrel BEsllrosd i 2 singlew
traok line, traln dispatohing iz done by telephone in oonned.
tizn »ith the aanusl blnok sipnel eystesn, so arrsnpel s $o
afford oroteation only forMliowing movements. The track at
the point of eceléent i level; and is stralzht for asbout
300 feet. On sither side of tﬁxa streteh of etralipht traek
theye 13 a ourve of three degress. Approsching the seene of
the nooident the angineman of tralin No., 108 war on the outelds
opf the curve and his range of vielon, provided hie heed was
st of the oab window, was 1imited o 280 faet: if hig hesd
woe inelde of the ead window, his vision wae linited %o s
dlatence of 170 feet. The Cireman was on the inaide of the
suprve snd oould have eean tratn Ho, B8 at the polnt shere it
wae ptanding n dlstenes of 700 feet, »hile for » 4distznos of
900 fest he could have geen that the aiding was n0% cocupled
by that Strain.

Whan intsrviewed in the hoenital before his death Snginemsn
Hegoook staebed Shal alter reading the order requiring the two
trains to meet at Hichigen Alr Line Cruossing, he gave 1% %o his
firexan. Approsching the zmseting point he saked the firewsn
if train Ho. 68 wgs on She elding and the latter held up hia
hisnd sand prerlied, *All »ight, @aarga'{ the fireman then began
to work on the fire, and ae he wes killed in the collision,
there 18 no way of ascerssining why he gave the Zngineman
wprong infornation, "hen the enginsmsn hed reached g point
whepre he could see Yralin No. 88 he waa toou ¢lose to nrevent
the ocollielon., The smergenoy brakes were sppliled jJust prior
to the sollislon, He thought he applied theis, ot steted that
they might have been applied from the traln.

Conduetor Ssuphman ststed Bhel alter lesving Jackson he
went into the smoking oar and began colleeoting tickets. ¥han
thin ear pnssed the esst mwiteh gt Hichigan Aly Line Crossing
e notieed that his Waln wae ranning wulte faet and logkad out
af the window, expecting to see Lrsin Ho, 68 on the edding.

Ams Mle train nrooeeded he ald not ses any trelin on the siding,
znd went indo the Lepeape and of The asoking car snd looksd out
af the door. A% this time the eaginewen had shut off pteanm
end wag muolyine the brakee, Thinking that the enpglnemsn was
poing o oriag the trein to o atop he then closed the door

2nd sbarted toward the resr of the train. Just Before he left
the saoking osr he hesrd the enpgine working etesm. He then
thought the engineman had recsived g nrocesd slgnal or had
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seen train No. 68 gcoupying the siding, as when he had

looked out of the bageage onr door he hod pgeen smoke sround
the curve. He was undecided whet %o do, however, ne he ha®
not been able to see the snpine of Train Ko, 88 when looking
aut of the bagpage car foor, =:nd 1% 4id not sess possible that
that train could have gotten in%o eleasr in the short spooe of
time. As he went froa the combination oar ilnto the ooseh he
sipnnlled the englnemen %o sa%op, using tThe alr whistle sipnal,
then went intu the ooach, and was about %o pull the smergency
gord when he el the brekes spplied. The gollision cgourred
Just afterwsnris.

figpar Brokeman Pageett stated thet when hig tealn had
repched the emst end of the pasalng trsek he looked out of
the side door of the sleering car. Train No. 68 was not on
the slding, and as hig trsin sprarently waes not golng %o
stop he stepned inszldes the oax and applied the Lrakes by
mepng of the emergsngy osord, He then started for the door,
at which Sime the oollision osowrred,

Engineann Senford of train No. 88 stated Thet his Erain
had Just come to & stor vhen he eaw Trein No. 108 approsching,
2% that Bime the train wes Just weat 57 the Sowsy whish was
about 750 feet frorm the point of nollislon. Yhen he Pirst
paw traln Ho, 108 he though% 1t would ston, but ehen he saw
the engine aontinue %o work stesm he knev that there would be
g oollizion and &t onoce luniped off hiws engine. In hle opinion
the engine of trsln Mo, 106 wug »orking eteax up ¢o the poing
of eollialion. He thought thit on asoount of the curve the
engineman of thet train 14 not see train Fo. 88 until it
o0l1lided with 1 8.

Thie socldent waa cpured LY tha fatlure of the orew of
train No. 108 to obey 3rain ordeyr Ho. 31L, whieh required
their train to meet troin Ho. 88 a% Hishigan Alr Line Crosaing.
It woes %he duty of the enplnemsn snd conduator to know whether
or not $rain Mo, 88 wss oocunying the siding befors raseling 1%,

Conaldering hie very limited range of vision, and the
faat that his engine waz working eteam practieslly up %o the
polint of 20lligicn, 1% ifg evident that Englneuan Heatook was
purtioularly carelces.

The condyator is egquaslly resmponasivle for not nleeing
himaelf In position %o know that Lralin No, 88 was not on the

Both the aonducetor and englnemsn were exporienced men,
end gt the time of the acciden? had been on duly 1 hour ane
30 minutes, Thelr service resord indlostes that during thelr
yeare af service with the compsny they 2t timee had been lax
in properly performing their duties,
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nginewan Heagsook had veen euployed as an angiﬂwmun
#lnge 1878, In 1081 he wess dlacharged for "dause", being
reingtated pbout one month leoter. In 1880 gnd sgaln in 1861
ne was suspended on ascount of eolllelonsg, whiles in 1901 he
was suspended for forgettilay orders and runaning by t=legraph
order board at Sontord, MHioh., He had algo Deen dlsciplined
Por ruming by extingulshed gipnal lasog in 1907 and 1008,

Sonductor Baughuan wae employed es a brekesan in 1882,
and in 1884 wmgs digoharged on sooount of unsatisfaotory
service, He waz resuplayed as a brakesgen in 1087 and in
1892 was made & oonduotor. 5Since 18852 he had besn reprimsnded
g#lz Tiwes and suspended oun fourSeen Aifferent ocomsicong.

Among the suapensions was ons An 1800 for lsaving a swvilgh
apen, Sapandlig upon 2 brskeman %o olose the swme; 1901,
leaving csr 2o ologe $0 passini Srask that 1% 414 not properly
glear a treing 1807, fsilure %o proteet train by flap, oausing
eollisiong January, 19089, ascount of aeocident; and July,

19092, adsount racenting incomvlele train order,



