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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT "«ICH OCCURRED ON THE PERE
MARLCTETTF RATLROAD NEAR BFITNER, ¥ICH.,
On AULDST 20, 1919,

Jctober 14, 1919.

oOn juguet 20, 1919, there was s heed-end collision be-
twesn = neassanger train and a Frelsht trein on the Pars Marguette
Beilrosd nesr Beltner, aich,, whlsh resulted in the death of 5
ennloyees snt L mall elark wnd She injury o* 34 “asaengers aad 3
excloyeos, After investi-etion of this =mccident, the Chlef of
the Bureen of Safety submits the fallowing revort:

The snecldent vecurred on Sub~division 5 of the Chicego-
Patoskey Division, which 1s & =in: lea-treok lins extendling between
Gpsnd Rapide and ﬁraverss City, Miek., 2 2latznce of 147.6 niles.
Xo blook sign=lz grs in uas, trains beinz operzted by time teble
end tr.in orders., A& ‘roaching tait +olnd of ecllision from the
south there ig 3,230 feet of tangent trsck, followed by & Z-degree
curve %. the left 1,770 faet in length., Ths collislon ocourred on
thi= curve absut L70 Teat north of 1ts sautuern ond, Approsching
from the north thers 1= 4,250 feet of tenvent track followed by
the curve sbove mentioned, On the inslde of tils curve fs a bluff
L0 feet in helght, »hleh restricted the view sercss the lunslde
of tha curve to ebout A00 feet.

with the excentlon of 2,200 fasl of level track, the zrade
is opsroximntely 1% descerding for northhound treine for & dis-
tance of nearly . niles, It ir {.a8p level for shout 1,400 feet
followed by 350 feet of slighily descending srade to thae point of
gollision. J4-roeching from the: anponite direcilion trere 1g 2,500
feet of B¢ ascondinr grsde snd 2,640 feet of ,1% ascenéing
grede to the point of ocl_irlon.

Ccuthbound —essenger train do, &, en route Trom Peioskey
te Chicapo, complsted of one combinstion mell and exrrezs oar, one
combination mmoking car, one coach, and one parlor oser, hauled by
engine 386, and wes in charge of Conductor Ywens and Fnginemun
Upge, It left Day View, one mlile nerth of Peleskey, at 5!32 =, m.,
on tire, nussed Boarduan, the leat opsn telegreph offioce, at 11:i32
Ge Mo, On bime, ard et ebout 11:i40 2. m., collided with north-
bound extre 362 st & polnt mbout L.5 miles south of Boerdmen, or
1.6 miles morth ef Deitner, wille travelluy wt & speed esilineted
to have been about 35 or 42 miles on hour.

Northboune freight train extrs 362 conelsted of 1l sers znd
4 cebhoose, neulsd by englpne 362, znd was in cherge of Conductor
Neubecker zpnd Inglnemsn Elghmy. It pssged Grewn, the last open
telegrapn offlce, 2t 11.31 &. m., wlik no ordsrs relative Lo traln
Ko, 6, sud collided with the traln while trevellng at & speed
egtisated to heve beez about 25 nlles sn hour.
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The ressenger engins was turned elmost completely around,
but remained upright. The ciztr-m of the tender was torn from
1ta frame, while the gombloetion mull snd exoress cer wasz dole-
scoped n Little over helf lts length, The boller of the freiaht
«f--1ne wes tors from {ts frame =nd ceme to reet diagonally across
the treck, Its reer end rested on too of the resr end of the
passepger engine, whlle 1ts forwerd end rested on mhout the canter
of the wnderfrnme of the combinetion mall and beggege car. The
tender of the frelght en-ine and the first five cers of extra 362
were destroyed. The forward trucks of the glxth par were dersliled,
the rerr.inéer of the trrin being Intect. Both engine crews and
the herd brekemsn of the frelsht troln were thie emplevees killed,

Conduector Neubeoker, of extre 302, steted thrt the [lepe

men gave nroeceed slgnele rg the verlous stetions were passed, ine-
cludins Grewn. Apovrosehing Beltner they were talkinz about the
apeed and he told ithe flagmen he (14 not think 1t wep over 25 miles
&n bour, The *lur -8 thoural the speed wes lboeressing and tried
the =%y n little to make sure tvet Lt war in <orking order. After

esning Waltner he was talking vith the flagman about 2 switeh
heving been removed from tret peint, snd sbout Lerdlilne s trein on
the grede, cbtout vweleh ftize the collfilon ocourred. He looked
ups #av e boller gelny in the eir =zné thought it hed exploded, not
realizing th 't 2ir trodn g ¢ollléced with treoisz XKe. 6 until he
left the eabocec. Tie rtzted he rad entirely forzoiten Lhe pessen~
ger train, He ertimeted the mpe-d of hi: trsls to wave been ebout
25 miles =1 nour, cof 228 he Bad not felt say aprlieation of the
&lr breker prisr t7 the ¢21ll1zion,

Plagmen Feetz ~trted LU ol efen station hs had passed
slgpnal: to the hesd deekemen, 2o waz rldinc on {ie sngipe. The
goncvetor hed finlshed hic =work v_.en tine tr 1n wee passing Greawn
end the tws of thex »ent in the cupola of the gaboose, the con-
queotor on the lefi slde and the flagman on the rignt side. They
then began toc talkx sbout thelr work &nd abtout operstivg trains
when caming o the arcds, He then esked the cenductor Lf he 214
not thing they were travollng rzther fast down &ill and woe cone
duetsr =ald ke €id nov think sc. The flegnen tioen remarked that
he wes zolnz to weten the envine to see iIf the englinsepun whistled
Tor breaikes, xe thou ht the speed wan & llttie excesalive on age-
ceunt of there hrvinz beem some vrevious troubls wlih the slr pump.
He trled the eir, bub found it to be all rigns, while tue conduetor
used tne retnining valve and held the treln a little molns Jdowm
the hill. “& next saw the enrline rising ir the eir pt tne time
the collislon ogeurred, He stated ke had antlirely forgotten traln
Xo. &, a2 hs wa= neylng wore attention to traip No. 1, wnlch was
follewine his own train,

(onductor Owena, of truin do. 6, steted thet ne felt on
epalicetion of the brevras, followed =l oat immedirtely by the onle
l1sion. He estimzted the z:esd st the time to have besn apout 35
nr 40 miler »- hour. EBagsege Mpater Auvseon atated thst only & few
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asconds elsmsed cetween the time ‘he brskes were ajplied mnd the
time of the collision. Hiz atatements wers ccrroborated by Braceusn
He. sen, who Alwo stated he thought tue sneed was about 35 miles

£ hour,

At the tlme sxtr= 362 pesszed Crewn, the gperator on duty
at ti.at point head gone to dinner, intending to return in time for
traln Ko. 6, e bed been ziven rermlasion by the dlapetcher to
o this, and when he left the office left the trsin order bLosrd
in the clecr position. Dispetcher ¥Mltonsll atated tust 1t was
about 11:44 or 11345 e.m. when the overstoy celled hia and wanted
to kmow about trein Ko, 6, &t the psme time saylng that the freight
extre nsnd casnsed. The dis-atcher stated he then suw.osed thot the
fr-1ght trein intendsd .oins to Beltner Por train Ha., A.

Tnis seccident wae cavaed by the crew in charge of extre 352
overlonking train No. 6, a suverior trsin, resulting in thelr
train cceupylng the «ain treeck an the time of that traln without
an hority or orotsction,

Enginemsn Elghmy wae employed nz o Flreman in 1904 snd
promoted to englnemsn in 19X2. In Novembsr, 1913, he wes sugw
nended for 10 days For usling toe muln lipe asgalmst #n ooposing
trein, end in Mareh, 1917, e wss susnended for 15 deys for respon-
si0ility in conneetion with & cellialon., Conductor Neubscker was
smrloyed &5 a switcluman in Oe¢tober, 1892, -romcted to nlght yerd-
wzter in Kovember of the seme year, tc general yerdmester in 1902,
end to tralnmsster in Jarch, 1904. In Jupne of the ssme year, he
was roeduced to vardmester and in 1906 transferred to traln service
&2 & Trelgnt conductor. Iie was suspended for 30 days in 1915 Tor
fsiling properly to protect his traln, resulting in 8 colllsion,
Fiagmen Peets was enployed ss s brakemen in 1916. In June, 191K,
ha wag suspended for 20 days For violation ofthe flug~ing rule,

At the time of the secident the erew of the freight train
hed beenr on duty 12 hours snd 10 minutes, urier to whiek the con-
‘uetor nsd hed nine hour= off duty sad tue encinemmn ebout 44
hours off duty, wulle the flagmsn nhed been off duty for several
wegks, The orew of (he nessens<r trein hsdéd been on duty 3 hours sand
40 minutes, after neving had 13 hours and L5 minutes off duty.
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