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INTERSTATE CONMMERCE COMMIBSSION

RAPORT OF THE DIRZCTOR OF TiL BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE

INVESTIGATION O Al ACCIDENT wWilICI OCCURRED ON THE

PzRE MARQUETTE RAILWAY AT licGREW JUNCTION, MICHIGAN,
o JULY 25, 1930,

Septeomber 11, 1930.
To the Cormission:

On July 25, 1930, there was a side collision
between a light engine and a yard engine, handling two
carsg, on the Pere Marguette Railway at llcGrew Junction,
Michs, which resulted in the death of one employes.

Location and methoed of operation

MeGrew Junction 1s located on Subdivision No. 1
of the Toledo-ILudington Division; lhere are two yards at
this point, the tracks extending north and south, the new
yvard being located north cof the old yard., To the east of
these yards and running peralicl their entire length are
a running track and southbound and ncrthbound mein tracks,
respectively, mmd at about the centor of the old yard lcad
track, whilch connects the two yerds, there are three crosg-
ovaers lesading from the lead track through to the north-
bound main track. The accident occurrcd at the fouling
point hetween the leand and ruuning trscks. A coal dock is
located adjacent to the running and main tracks at a
point spproximetely 2,090 feet south of the north switch
of the crossover inveolved. The gradec is level and the
vards ore lighted by flocod lizhts.

It was deork, and the weather was clear at the
time of the accident, which occurred shout 8:20 pe me.

Description

Uhe light ennine involved wes engine 143, headed
south, which had arrived ot MeGrew Junction, haulifg
gouthbound extrs 143, and was in charge of Engineman
LEtor ond I'irenan Lelloy. Afber setiing off the train on
track 9 of the new yard, enginc 143 procesded southward
through the lc:d truck and crossovers to the coal dock,
where coal and water wore teken, the engine returning to
the new yard prenaratory to picking up & train from track
5. A yerd ongine was doing some work on this track, how-
ever, snd rngine 143 wag agola moved south to the cleor-
ance point cn the first crossover, betwoen thie lead track
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and the running, trocly, celecr of the lead tracik,
After standins thore cbhout six or oight rinutes
Eng nemcn ELbsr sow o back-up gignal given by his
breierien, wad thinliing it wos ¢nuunuod Tor hia he
stortod hic nazine beelwerd, Hat hed roved it only
4 short dﬁstﬁnco when 2t collido& with ongine 1320,
vhuicl: wes meving southuara on the old load tr-cle,

crc englac 1320, reoeded nmorth 'nd hauling
tuo cors, wog in cherrre of Conductor Agoin ond Engince
uan lont ouery. This cngine ves paclanz from trock 5
to tle loca creelr wath tie Intention of going Lo the
old‘y"rd, tnd vrs olacswinod Dy cagiuc 14u VDllO
treveling ot o epced cobaureted to Lirve boon botiucen 2
Sad 6 1milos por hour.

The tendor of ca~ine 143 strucl. the t.ndor of
enzine 1320 cbheut 7 feot from the rerr on its right
uldo, cvidently cnziae 1-3 el dtopned ot this point ond
cn,ine lu20 continued to Lock up, roking the side ol the
tonder cuad resulting In ri Lt oicde ol the ceb bhulng
crushed ancinsgt the boil-r hecd. Neithoer onginc ras
dorrzlcd. Tho rployee Llled veog the on inomeon of
cizine 1320,

s e

Sumcry of ovideonco

Enrincmen Bsler, ol cnsine 143, stoated that
he rcecived o wrceiz=up oigmel from Drokenan Spanldings
ke notoed tlhat the switch slowed o yellow indication
cad beeleod upg oftcr heving rocelived ¢ weocond boack-up
cimarl, nd hoo moved cbhout 50 foet vien hie cngine

=

collided with canine 1220, As be steorted to oo bk up, 20
$cv hisg ffromen lodlarne out of lis window, but ¢id not

herr him ooy carsthing. e soag e roer ond of tro tonder
of cua”lnc 1220 just Dofore the wnzincs cellided, cnplicd
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the brolos by mions ol
tho cnroine ond usced ot
caring tue tlac they o

tho 1anocnm,nt nrckoe, roverscd
orie 1Ml ccman Lelloy cald thet

ONC OIl Wl CPOLIOV.LI'y 10 WaB Ch=
gepgod In lockia, o« the tire, ond Just re hig cngine
agtarted to b"ck up oo ou suttrng on thie ngpasr ntor.

He sov onfne 1F20 . - roccliing, 1l colloed to tlic cnginc-
ran, but by Dol bime Uho lets r owen cpplying the breokeg.

lleo 1 r-lie 1on Sowuldias, oL ennind l&S, stetod
thot vhen his onino octo.od on the crosocover to cloar
Tcre ongine 1320 L otocd obout Lhroo car=longile nortli

o engine 143, on tuac vest cide of the old yard lead



treoek opposlte the switeh, ond wotched the movement of
cngine 1320 on treock 5 until 1t started to move toward
him; he linced the switch for enginc 1320 to move
tnroush the lead treck southward and gave then a back=
up signal. At thoe time he threw the switch, he
noticed that the signal indicetion wes green, at which
tire ongine 1320 was sbout six car=lengths distant ond
troveling ot a specd of about 6 milles per hour. Just
prior to giving the signal, he noticed that engine 143
wog ston@ling into clear, and he did not agaln look to-
woard that cnginc.

Plreman Young, of cngine 1320, stated that
ofter doing some worlk Iin the new yard, they were In-
structed by tlie conductor to pull into the old yard
lead track ond go to supper. GHe leclied schend and saw
that the highweoy crossing, which is loeatcd approxi-
mately 200 Tcet north of the point of accident, was
clcar and notirfied the cnginecnen to thatbt effecct. The
switeh 1lights showed a green Indication ond he then
hecrd o scraping noise. Fireman Young crossed to tho
cngineman'ts side and saw that the two engines had
collided, called to the cnginenen to look ocut, and
jumped from hic own side of the eab. He thought his
engine had been traveling at a gpeod of obout 2 miles
per hour.

Conducter Aspin, of yard eaginc 1320, steted that
after completing their wobk in the now yord they storted
toward the old yoard lcad track, Conductor Aspin was
riding on the front foofboard on the enginemant's side of
englinc 1320 and when they reochcd tho highway crossing
he pgot off. Engine 143 wes then stenling into clear on
the crossover, but when the tonder of engline 1320 hed
passed the tonder of cngino 143 obout 6 or 8 feet, cngine
143 started to back up osnd sideswiped cnzgine 1320, Con-
ductor Aspin strted that the switechces weore lined for the
lecad track; he <id not .smow whether or not the rear head-
light on ecnginc 1320 was burning, but the ongine bell was
ringing whoen 1t passed over tho highway crossing. Ie
eatinnted the spgeed eof his sngine to have been abdut 3 or
4 rmalce3s per Lhour.

Switchmaon LeRoux, of eonzince 1320, stated thet
ho was ridiap on top of tho box coar ncext to the engine,
ond when they weore at ¢ pelat sbout 450 fect north of
the switch lcading {ron the old yord lecad ftrack to track
1, or the running treock, he noted that the switch
ghoved & yollow Indication and irmaodiately aftcrward was
changed to a green indication, but he did not lmow who
threw the switch.. At this tine ongine 143 was stonding
into clear on the crossover ond the rear light on this
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cngine was burning. He did not sce ony sizgnals given,
and ecstainctod tlhe speed of his engince to have been
about 4 mllcs pcr hour, The statemeonts of Swltchman
Bolger, who wvas riding on the ladder of this box car,
brought ocut nothing of importancc.

Conclusions

This accidont was ecauscd by the misintorpre-
tation of a hand signal,

Rulce 7=A, of the cpcrating rules, reads as
follous:

"Employccs giving signals must locate
hemsclves ao ¢s to be plainly scon
cive siznols in a monner to be read-
i1y understood, and use the utmost
core to ovold taking wrong signols,
Until both conluctor anl cnginceman
kmo. that o signal is given for then,
they must not move their train,"”

The evidence indicates thet Enpginemon Etter saw
his brakomon give the backs-up signel to the crew of
cnzine 1320, but in sormc way, instead of complying with
the rule quoted, he rocched the ¢rroncous conclusion
thet the signal was intended for the movencent of his own
onglue, and procccded to start the novement he thought
was dosired, without escercaining from the fircnon if tho
way wos clear, clthough his owm wview vas obsiructed by
the tender of his engince. The welght of cvideonce nlso
Indicoted thet Lhe sultceh lomp was dlsplaying a groen
Indication, and not a yellow indication, before engine
143 started to nove back throuslh the crossover.

The employces Involved vere cxperlenced ucn, and
ot the tire of che rcecidont none of thom had boen on
cuty in violation of ony of thoe provisions of the hours
ci scrvice law.
Reapeoetfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Dircctor.



